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The Guide to Holiness, 


MARCH, 1863. 


SELF DENIAL. 


« And if thine eye offend thee pluck it out, 
and cast it from thee; itis better for thee to 
enter into life with one eye, rather than hay- 
ing two eyes to be cast into hell fire.” 


This scripture has a deeper signification 
than many seem to apprehend. It requires at 
our hand something more than the sacrifice of 
that which is in itself wrong, and the cutting 
off of sinful indulgence of every description. 
We are to deny ourselves that which is in it- 
self innocent, if for any reason our souls are 
periled thereby; or if there are unmistaken 
providential indications that duty requires the 
sacrifice. 

It is not wrong in itself to hold and use, as 
the steward of God, worldly property. It may 
be made one of the most glorious talents that 
God commits to any man, for the very reason 
that it requires so much faith and love to use 
it acceptably ; and yet, when Christ required 
the young man that came, kneeling, to him, 
to become an apostle, rendering it impossible 
for him to manage his worldly estate, and 
thus indispensable for him to rid himself of 
it, this property which another might inno- 
cently have held, became an eye to be pluck- 
ed out, at the peril of his salvation. ‘This 
Property, devoutly used, might have been 
made a wholesome means of grace, securing 
in the care of it, mental and spiritual disci- 
Pline; but now it stood between the soul and 
eternal life, and it was better to sacrifice all 
these possible opportunities for cultivation and 
development—to enter heaven without the en- 
largement they might afford—than to have 
every advantage that might seem to be deriv- 
ed from their enjoyment, with the soul every 
Moment in peril. 

Our domestic and social ties are of divine 
appointment—they are innocent in themselves 
—they are even means of grace, and in their 
cultivation, the affections of the heart find 
their appropriate field for development: but 

their enjoyment hinders our obedience to a 
Providential indication of the will of God, as 


when he calls one to leave father and mother, 
home and native land, to preach the Gospel 
in a distant field of duty, however acute the 
pang, the trembling cords are to be unhesitat- 
ingly severed. The otherwise innocent and 
ordained means of securing the soul’s en- 
largement in this direction are to be cut off, 
and with these maimed affections it is better 
to enter into life, than to yield to their full 


enjoyment at the cost of duty, and the peril 
of spiritual death. 


If the society of our friends, in itself harm- 
less—the cultivation of our social faculties 
and the indulgence of innocent material 
pleasures are found to draw the mind away 


‘from spiritual things; if they are taking the 


place, as asource of comfort and of desire, 
that the Saviour ought to occupy; if they 
make the subdued peace of religious services, 
private or public, seem tame to us; if they 
quench the longings of the heart to partake of 
the Divine Nature; if they shut out the heay- 
enly vision, and make earth to appear greater 
than heaven, and time than eternity; if they 
embarrass us in the discharge of our religious 
duties to our friends, and serve to deaden the 
constant testimony that our lives should give 
to the supreme importance of eternal things, 
then, without any question, these sensitive 
cords must be submitted to the sword of the 
Spirit—the less, although in itself innocent, 
must be sacrificed for the greater—this shrink- 
ing, delicate eye of the soul, admitting such a 
flood of enjoyment, must be plucked out to 
accomplish an infinitely greater good. | 


This simple principle at once settles the 
somewhat difficult question as to indulgence 
in what are called innocent pleasures. If- 
these sources of pleasure in any measure dis- 
turb our spiritual life; if we cannot invite 
Jesus to them, and walk with him from them ; 
if they veil our hearts in the hour of prayer 
and bring barrenness to the soul; or if they 
in any degree unfavorably affect our influence 
over others, however simple or innocent these 
forms of relaxation may be when considered 
by themselves, they are not wholesome ele- 
ments in our spiritual life—it may be on 
account of our own weakness—they peril our 
souls and must be cut off. 

The text refers to certain qualities of the 
mind, for the results stretch on into eternity. 
It may be necessary to cut the mind off from 


the cultivation of some of its esteemed higher 
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endowments. The individual may have re- 
ceived as his birth gift, an exquisitely delicate 
taste and a corresponding power of execution 
—a strong love for the beautiful arts such as 
painting or sculpture—a ,wonderful gift of 
song—a fondness and aptitude for the study 
of nature. While others, under the indica- 
tions of Providence, may safely and to their 
utmost ability, cultivate these faculties, and 
while their cultivation would seem even a de- 
sirable training for the future and heavenly 
enjoyment, by significant providential intima- 


tions to us, it may be required that all this 


should be surrendered. The soul must be 
deprived of what seems its legitimate rights in 
this direction to secure a higher end in an 
other. Taste must be crucified upon the cross 
of duty, the harp hung upon the wall, the 
cunning fingers submitted to exacting toil, 
the cultivation of the higher walks of litera- 
ture replaced by the humblest services that 
can be performed for the good of others. 
The eyes and the hands and the feet of the 
soul must be surrendered if duty requires, 
and it must enter into life without these special 


developments, apparently maimed in its choic- 


est members. 

This however, is not the bitter and cruel 
requisition of a hard master. It is all right 
and beautiful. Our Scripture says it is detter 
to doso. It is the ordination of.an infinitely 
loving Saviour. We can see daily confirma- 
tions of the truth that it is better to sacrifice 
everything to duty—that the gain is greater 
than the cost. 

A daughter, with every accomplishment, 
the idol of society, suddenly finds herself 
called upon to make a sacrifice of all her pre- 
vious personal enjoyment, for the care of an 
invalid and widowed mother. : 

~The beloved sufferer requires constant 
attendance and that for an unlimited period. 
The delightful circle of friends must be 
yielded, the opportunities for self cultivation 
surrendered, the instrument of music must be 


closed, the pencil must be laid away, perhaps 


orever, her hours of relaxation abridged, her 
necessary rest disturbed—all this must be 
exchanged cheerfully for the close, curtained 
room, the whispering voice, the weak- help- 
lessness and perhaps constant fretfulness of 


the dear patient. But who will not say that 


all this is better—better for the daughter—bet- 
er than friends, studies, music—all besides. 


- Who, of all her acquaintances iooking upon 


the moral beauty of such a sacrifice, marking 
the effect of this heavenly discipline, in draw. 
ing out the sweet and gentle charities of the 
heart, in maturing and ripening the highest 
qualities of the soul, will not say-—it is better. 
It is better simply as to enjoyment; all the 
pleasures that could be derived from the sae. 
rificed forms of comfort, are not to be named 
in comparison with that all-pervading, heay. 
enly complacency arising from a consciousness 
of haying performed our duty, from the slight. 
est intimation of an appreciation of it by the 
sufferer, or with the overpowering sen:se of the 
approbation of our Heavenly Father. 

If such entire self sacrifice is necessary and 
commendable when offered for the mitigation 
of the sufferings of others—if our duty to our 
fellow-men rises up high above all self-enjoy- 
ment, what self denial is not justified when 
the salvation of the soul is at stake, and our 
duty to God in question ! 

It is better thus to enter into life. All that 
has been yielded will be more than returned, 
The members of the soul that have been 
maimed will be found to be replaced by others 
of sublimer mould. The great office of these 
gifts and capacities, so far as the subject of 
them is concerned, is by. their cultivation, to 
secure pleasure to the individual. 

Thus one finds pleasure in music, one in 
painting and one-in study—the satisfaction 
from each is equally keen to the different per- 
sons. The earthly pleasure resulting from the 
cultivation of these endowments is yielded in 
their sacrifice, but a higher and consummate 
bliss will be the product of holy, humble self 
denial. ‘*Eye hath not seen, ear hath not 
heard, neither have entered into the heart, the 
things which God hath prepared for those 


heart in another and nobler direction, will be 
more than a compensation for any loss result- 
ing from earthly self denial. It is better 


having enjoyed them all to their utmost 
degree kere, to lose the eternal improvement 
and enjoyment of them hereafter. 


‘sO, what are all my sorrows here, 
If Lord, thou count me meet 

With that enraptured host to appear, 
And worship at thy feet. 

Give joy or grief, give ease or pain, © 
Take life or friends away, 


that love Him.” The development of the | 


therefore, to enter into life maimed of these . 
| social and intellectual endowments, that, 
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But let me find them all again, 
In that eternal day.” 


THE WEEK OF PRAYER. 
REV. A. ATWOOD. 


The week of united prayer, which opened 
the present year, appears to have been attended 
with divine influences throughout the land. 
The special call for supplication for increased 
holiness among the disciples of Jesus, on one of 
the evenings of the week, awakened new in- 
terest in behalf of this precious but neglected 
doctrine. 


Philadelphia, thus writes upon this subject, in 
sonnection with a sketch of the interesting 
services held in that city. 

I have been preaching holiness for many 
years. Have noticed the special power that 
has always attended its clear enunciation. 
But was never more struck by noticing its ef- 
fect on a mixed assembly, than during the 
week of prayer in this city. All denomina- 
tions united in a prayer meeting held each af- 
ternoon in different churches. On Wednes- 
day it was held in the Baptist church on 
Spruce Street, and the matter for which we 
were requested to pray was ‘‘ increased holiness 
in the children of God, and their closer union.’' 
A capital theme, and well did the bretheren 
cleave to it. Never did a minister stick more 
closely to his text. All the prayers and 
speeches run in the same channel. A minister 
of the German Reformed church, said ‘ he 
who had not piety enough to die for it, had 
not much,” and went on with his own expe- 
rience far enough to proclaim his readiness at 
any time to suffer.death rather than renounce 
his Saviour. 

Others in prayer or exhortation, kept the 
thoughts of the crowded assembly on the sub- 
ject of Christian holiness throughout the hour 
and a half allowed for the service. The feel- 
ing was most intense and seemed to be shared 
by all. On the other days of the week of 
prayer, when the thoughts were turned to 
other things, the contrast as to depth of emo- 
tion was most manifest. All were excellent, 
and vastly useful no doubt, but that which 
took the strongest hold of the people, which 
awakened the most intense interest was the 
doctrine of holiness. And this not only 
among those who had heard it taught, or read 


‘the same reason. 


the most about it, but the whole mass of pro- 
fessed Christians present, representing all de- 
nominations, thus showing that God specially 
favors the inculcation of the doctrine, as the 
highest effort of man to do his will. 

Mr. Wesley says somewhere ‘the work at 
Bristol has been at a stand still for some 
months because holiness has not been 
preached.”’ Perhaps the work of conversion 
has been suspended in many other places for 
Sure I am that nothing 
shows the ungodly more his lost and sad ‘con- 
dition, so quickly or so clearly, as a true view of 
gospel privilege. And nothing is more cer- 
tain, than that God’s special favor has rested 
on, and attended itsenunciation. The history 
of the church is so fully in proof of this, that 
it is marvelous that so few ministers even 
among those who believe in the doctrine, clear- 
ly and explicitly urge it on the people. 

But there is cheering evidence that belief 
in the doctrine is becoming more general 
in all denominations. This was clearly 
evident to us in this city during the week 
of prayer. God is passing our nation through 
a fiery trial. Its issues are as yet shrouded 
in mystery. Faith and hope still cling to the 
promise, that, ‘‘all things work together for 
good;”’ and that Christianity with its insti- 
tutions will come out of the terrible contest 
purified of much dross, and invigorated with 
a far greater power to bless the world. 


‘¢ Blind unbelief is sure to err, 

And scan His work in vain ; 
God is His own interpreter, 

And He will make it plain.” 


In the mean time let incessant prayer me made 
to the great Head of the church, for the gift 
of power. And there is no power in the 
church equal to that of HOLINESS. 


BROADCAST. 


Dr. Nehemiah Adams has been accustomed 
to note down, ‘‘in the briefest form, such of 


his own reflections as might serve him for 
hints on preaching ’’—a habit that cannot be > 


too highly commended. Many rich thoughts, 
suggested by our reading, or occurring to us 
in hours of devotion, may thus be preserved 
and be of service to us hereafter, if carefully 
noted down, which now simply pass through 
the mind and leave no further remembrance 
of themselves. 


Two of these embodied thoughts, upon — 
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which we open, full of delightful suggestions, 
will give a good idea of their character. 

‘‘John discovered the Saviour before the 
rest, on the sea-shore. His quick, discerning 
love helped him to say to Simon Peter, ‘It 
is the Lord.’ Happy he who in darkness and 
storms can exclaim thus to his companions.” 

‘After being loved as you are here by 
some, with all the strength and sweetness of 
human affection, you are going to be loved by 
One who is almighty and every way as infinite 
in his love as in his power. We do not yet 
know. what it isto be loved by God, and by 
the Saviour, and by the Blessed Spirit, and by 
the Three together.” 

We add one other. ‘* Paul gloried in his 
‘ infirmities,’ more than in his * revelations,’— 
to honor Christ.” 

These striking thoughts have been very 
handsomely published in a small volume by 
Ticknor & Fields, and may be found at all the 
bookstores. 


WHY THEY PRIZE THE GUIDE. 


Thus writes an intelligent correspondent— | 

a young minister—in a business letter, ex- 
pressing thoughts which are constantly finding 
utterance in the letters which reach us from 
all parts of the country. There are evidently, 
many living and faithful members in the 
church, and they are praying and laboring 
earnestly, that she may come forth from a wil- 
derness state, ‘leaning upon the arm of her 
Beloved,” * fair as the moon, clear as the sun, 
and terrible as an army with banners.” 

It is but just to say, that in our weekly re- 
ligious newspapers, which may in many re- 
spects be open to the criticism of the writer, 
we could hardly expect the unity of purpose, 
and the entire absence of a secular tone, which 
we have aimed (we are glad to know, with 
_ considerable success) to attain in our monthly. 
We permit our earnest and devoted young 
friend to speak for himself. 

The first number for 1863 presents some 
attractions which render it more desirable 
than last year, and I have circulated it hoping 
to secure more subscribers, for I am more con- 
vinced after reading the different articles pre- 
sented from time to time, during the past two 
years in the ‘* Guide,”” and the enjoyment for 
one and ahalf years of the blessing of Holiness, 
that one reason for so much apparent indiffer- 
ence, and want of real knowledge respecting 


this Bible doctrine, in our church, not only 
among the laity, but preachers, is the vain 
endeavor on the part of our publishing house 
to mingle Holiness—Politics—controversies— 
and secular business—in our periodicals with. 
out hardly a dividing line, which you, 
monthly has in part remedied by considering 
only the subject of Holiness—as it were—aside 
from the secular affairs of church or life, If 
for no other reason than this, I would recom. 
mend the ‘** Guide”’ as the most efféctive meang 
under God at the present time of keeping 
alive in the heart of the church the fires of 


holy love, for which our founder, the sainted 
Wesley so earnestly contended and jealously 
advocated. 

When I call to mind how few of the many 
called Methodist in this day, speak of «+ Per. 
fect love’’ ‘entire sanctification’ or Holiness, 
[Tam led to say ‘The Glory is departing,” 
May God bless the efforts of the faithful few, 
and hasten that day when there shall be 
written not only ‘‘ upon the bells of the horses. - 
Holiness unto the Lord’’; but the people as 
volunteers,’’ shall stand robed in the ‘* beauties 
of Holiness’ ‘* perfecting Holiness in the fear 
of God.” I often think of that day, and 
would urge the more extended circulation of 
the ** Guide”’ in order to keep before the 
minds of Christians, Holiness, fot only as a 
doctrine in life, but a subject of prayer. I 
would recommend the apostles exhortation 
and prayer (see Thes. 5: 23) to all my 
brethren in the ministry of the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; believing with the apostle, (see Ephs. 
5: 25, 26, 27) for this purpose Christ came 
into the world. I wish the ‘ Guide” in its 
monthly visits might be found a welcome guest 
in every Methodist family throughout the 
States. 


GLIMPSES OF INNER LIFE. 


We have published a volume of three hun- 
dred pages bearing the title of «* The Hunt- 
ingdons or Glimpses of Inner Life.” We are 
assured that all the incidents of the story are 
actual facts, although all did not occur in 
precisely the relation to each other here 
recorded. The book contains the history of 8 
family, moving in worldly circles, but blessed 
with the piety and precepts of a devoted wife 
and mother. 

The incidents are well arranged, and are 


‘related in an attractive style. The object of 
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the volume is to awaken an interest in the 
higher walks of a religious life, and to devel- 
ope some of the many ways in which ah ear- 
nest young Christian may accomplish great 
practical good in any community. The vol- 


- yme will be a wholesome acquisition to the 


Sablath school library, and will profitably 
while away the hours of family reading. Its 
sketches of the temptations and consequences 
of asimply worldly life are drawn with much 
power, and will make a strong impression 
upon the mind of the reader. | 

The advertisement of the volume will be 
found upon the cover of the Guide. 


fo CorrEsPONDENTS.— We have been par- 
ticularly favored of late with interesting com- 
munications from the friends of the Guide, 
and the lovers of the doctrine of holiness. 
These articles have now accumulated upon our 


‘hands, and it will require some patience on 


the part of our friends, before they see their 
articles in print. Itis not that they are not 
esteemed valuable that they do not appear, 
but because of the abundance and richness of 
our supply. ‘They will, however, lose none 
of their interest, by the delay. 

The communication from our respected cor- 
respondent in Brunswick will appear in the 
April number. 


Childven’s Department. 


* THE PROOF OF LOVE. 


BYE. L. E. 


A very little girl said to her mother one 
day, ‘‘Mamma, I Jove you!’”” ‘The motheT 


was busy and did not reply, and so she re- 


peated her words—*‘ Mamma, I love you!’’— 
Still the mother made but slight answer, and 
little Ella said again ‘very earnestly, ‘«« Mamma, 
Ido love you!” But why do you think so, 
my child?’ said the mother. Because,’’ 
said Ella, «I love to do all I can to please 
you.” 

That was a very true anda very sweet rea- 
son why the child might think she loved her 
mother. And it must be for just such a rea- 
son as that we can ever know that we love Je- 
sus. Do you, little reader, do all you can to 
Please him ? do you love to be kind and gentle 
and obedient? Jove to pray, and to forgive, and, 
to be generous to every one? 


Now if the little girl had obeyed her mother 
because she must do it or be punished, she 
could not be sure there was such a precious 
love in her heart ; but when she pleased the 
Kind mother because she wished to do it, there 
was the sweet proof that she really loved. It 
is just so in obeying Christ; you do not love 
him unless your heart chooses above all things, 
to please him in whatever you may do. 


Three little forms in the twilight gray, 
Scanning the shadows across the way ; 
Six little eyes, four black and two blue, 
Brimful of love and happiness too, 

_ Watching for pa. 


May, with her placid and thoughtful brow, 

Gentle face beaming with smiles just now; 

Willie, the rogue, so loving and gay, 

Stealing sly kisses from sister May, 
Watching for pa. 


Nellie, with ringlets of sunny hue, 

Cosily nestled between the two, 

Pressing her cheek to the window-pane, : 

Wishing the absent one home again— 
Watching for ‘pa. 


O how they gaze at the passer-by! 

‘«‘ He’s coming at last,’’ they gaily cry ; 

‘Try again, my pets,” exclaims mamma, 

And Nellie adds: ‘*There’s the twilight star 
f Watching for pa.” 


Jack nods and smiles, as with busy feet 

He lights the lamps of their quiet street ; 

That sweet little group he knows full well— 

May, and Willie, and golden-haired Nell— 
Watching for pa. 


Soon joyous shouts from the window-seat, 

And eager patter of childish feet ; 

Gay, musical chimes ring through the hall; 

A manly voice responds to the call— 
‘Welcome papa.” 


Two little boys sat listening eagerly while 
their grandmother was telling them the Bible 
story of Elijah going to heaven in a whirlwind. 
with a chariot of fire, when little Willie inter- 
rupted her with — “Oh, Sammy, wouldn’t you 
have been afraid!” Sammy hesitated a mo- 
ment, and then replied: ‘* No, notif I had the 


| Lord to drive.” 
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THE CLEAR apt FOUNTAIN. 


be by W. Mo Donatp. 


A 1. Flee as bird to your moun - tain, Thou art wea-ry 
2. He will pro-tect thee for - - er,  Wipeev- e - ry fail 


-@— 

8. Come, then, to Je-sus thy :. viour, He will re- deem thee from __ sin; 


Go to the clear Sowles fountain, Where you may wash and be clean ; Fly, for th’ avenger r is 
He will forsake thee, O nev - er, Cherished so me ; Haste, the 


-@— : 
— wtih = Make all with-in : Call, for the See: 


Call, and the Sa - sour will hear thee, He on his bo-som will ~ 
Spend not the “ee in sigh-ing, Cease from your sor - row and 


as 


bear. thee, Thou who art weary sin, O thou who art of sin. 


cry - ing, The Saviour will wipe every tear, The Saviour will wipe every tear. 


on 


eer Thou whoart weary of who art of sin. 
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PRIMITIVE CHURCH — CAUSES 
OF ITS SUCCESS. 


BY REY. WM. MC’DONALD. 


We attempted, in a former communi- 
cation, a sketch of the unparalleled 
suecess which attended the efforts of 
the early Church. When we contrast 
their success with that.of the modern 
Church, we are struck with the con- 
trast, and are led to search for the 
cause. This want of success must be 
looked for in the agencies employed, 
and not in the machinery. There must 
be a want of power. The machinery is 
not worked up to the original design of 
the author. A limited examination of 
the elements of power, possessed by the 
Primitive Church, must convince us 
that our failure is here. 


The Apostolic Church possessed the 
spirit of heroic self sagrifice, to an ex- 
tent unknown in the modern Church. 

When Christ undertook the recovery 
of a revolted world, he not only devel- 
oped in himself the grand system of 
sacrifice which was to work out this 
glorious result, but he selected from 
this rebel race a class of moral heroes 
such as earth never before witnessed. 
Aided by these, he erected on the 
enemys soil batteries of power, by 
which nations, creeds’ and laws should 


sooner or later be subjected to himself. 


he moral forces there set in motion 
were intended to overthrow the world’s 
idolatry and oppression, and restore 
man to his lost purity, dignity and 
power. Success was not to be looked 
for from kings, senates, schools of 
philosophy or worldly policy, but from 
the voluntary activity and sacrifice of 
men redeemed from sin, and thirsting 
for the great spiritual conflict, which 


was to result in the supremacy of their 
7 


glorious leader and redeemer on earth. 

Christ set the example of sacrifice— 
“* He that was rich, for our sakes be- 
came poor, that we through his poverty 
might be made rich.” The agents 
selected were of the right stamp. They 
faltered not. In every place—in sea- 
son and out of season—they seized the 
pillars of the fallen temple of human 
nature, and sought to fashion them 
after the great model. The love of 
Christ constrained them to count all 
things but loss. Paul forgot himself ! 
When sent far hence to the Gentiles, 


he did not ask, what shall be the recep- 
tion, or what the salary. He simply 


put his heart into God’s great crucible, 
and when melted to a white heat, he 
bore it through the land, gleaming with 
love. He consecrated his matchless 
intellect—all of it—to Christ, since 


which time it has come blazing down | 
the ages, burdened with the profoundest 


thoughts that heaven ever inspired. 
He relates his unparalleled sacrifices 
as the things in which he most gloried. 
He approved himself in all things as a 
minister of God; in afflictions, dis- 
tresses, stripes, imprisonment, tumults, 
labors, watchings, fastings, long-suffer- 
ings, dishonor, evil report, unknown, 
dying, chastened, sorrowful and pos- 
sessing nothing ;—in labors, more abun- 
dant, in stripes, above measure; in 
prisons, more frequent; in deaths, oft. 


He received of the Jews, at five differ- | 


ent times, forty stripes save one; thrice 
he was beaten with rods ;—once, 
stoned; thrice he suffered shipwreck ; 
—a night and a day he was in the 
deep ;—journeying often ;—in perils of 
water ; of robbers; of his own country- 
men; of the heathen; in the city; in 
the sea, and among false brethren. He 
was weary, painful, hungry, thirsty, 
cold, and naked. No complaining that 
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the field was hard and unpromising— 
that others were more highly favored— 
that his talents were not appreciated 
—that the salary was small; no: in 


all this he gloried. 


This spirit of self sacrifice—of peril 
| —daring—this spirit of heroism, which 
Ri ieee © hastens to the charge with an un- 
SB wavering faith in the great Master, is 
the need of these times. 


We have wealth enough to convert 
the world, so far as wealth can do it, 
were it all on the altar of God, and at 
his disposal. We have talent enough 
to set the world ina blaze of moral 
glory, were it all consecrated to the 
one work of spreading scriptural holli- 
ness over the land. 


We are ready to make sacrifices for 
every thing but the gospel. We look 
from our gilded palaces upon the huts 
of heathendom, with little concern. 
We arise in our churches of costly 
architecture, and without a tear sing, 


‘« See where o’er desert wastes they err, 

ie And neither food nor feeder have ; 

NN Nor fold, nor place of refuge near, 

_ For no man cares their souls to save.” 

mit. If silks, carpets and mirrors are 

i wanted, there is no lack of funds. If 
stocks are in the market, millions are 
furnished to purchase. If parties of 
pleasure make a demand, millions are 
forthcoming without complaint. 
Railroads are demanded, millions are 
offered. If war makes the demand, 
thousands of millions are furnished. 
But if the Treasury of God and the 
Lamb is empty, and nine hundred and 

fifty million heathens are exposed to 
eternal damnation, the sum doled out 
to meet this want is so small, in com- 
parison, we are ashamed to mention it. 


Robert Hall well said, ‘‘ We throw 


If. 


and heap ingots on the altar of Mo- 
loch.” 

Reader, nothing but a return to the 
self sacrificing spirit of apostolic times, 
will insure a world-wide triumph of the 
cross of Christ. Our system of sacrifice 
should be reconstructed. God’s claim 
should be first discharged. 

The Primitive Church, in her minis- 
try and membership, possessed the power 
of holiness to qn extent unknown in 
modern times. 

It has been justly said, ‘* The simple 
preaching of the cross, accompanied by 
a holy, self-denying life, like an earth- 


quake, struck dumb a giddy and clam- 


orous world, and carried terror to the 
very gates of hell! Who can look 
back to the period when Christianity 
achieved her noblest triumphs, and see 
altars and temples crumbling to dust, 
and the gods of the heathen given to 
the moles and"bats—the Church mul- 
tiplied and increased under the blood- 
lest persecutions—martyrs going to the 
stake in ecstasy, and their very execu- 
tioners converted by the grandeur of 
their example, and in their turn, follow- 
ing them to the possession of the mar- 
tyr’s crown—who, I say, can survey 
these scenes without feeling convinced 
that there is a power altogether un- 
earthly in a life of purity and self- 
denial.” 

When the simple, unaffected holiness 
of apostolic times shall be possessed by 
the great mass of Christian believers, 
then shall we witness the wonderful 
manifestations of apostolic power and 
success; aud the kingdom, and domin- 
lon, and the greatness of the kingdom 
under the whole heavens shall be given 
to the saints of the most High, and 
they shall possess it. 

‘Go ye into all the world, and preach 


mites into the treasury of the sanctuary, 


the gospel to every creature,” was 4 
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most sublime utterance of the king of 
saints, to a few unfamed and unlearned 
men. ‘*‘ The world was their Parish,” 
and its restless millions their congre- 
gation. But, “ beginning at Jerusa- 
lem” ! was a requirement calculated to 
test their faith to its last point of en- 
durance. What, begin at Jerusalem! 
The blood of their Master has scarcely 
cooled on the brow of Calvary! The 
rocks have scarcely ceased their sym- 
pathetic throbbings! The cross still 
stands; and the maddened populace 
have scarcely ceased uttering the jubi- 
lant taunt,—‘‘ He saved others, himself 
he cannot save!” when lo, the few fright- 
ened, flying followers of the slaughtered 
Captain are arrested, gathered, and 
commanded to go, proclaim him at 
Jerusalem, as the world’s conquerer! 
They are to erect their standard where 
their leader fell, and proclaim to his 
murderers that God had made this 
Jesus whom they had crucified, both 
Lord and Christ. 

That was a sublime faith which 
responded to the command, and with 
heavenly daring hastened to its accom- 
plishment. It was a grand moral attack 
of truth upon the powers of darkness. 

The chivalry which marked their 
conduct was the result of that ‘‘ upper 
room”’ meeting .at Jerusalem, where 
“they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost.” That baptism made them 
philanthropists of the right stamp— 
fearless, powerful and successful. That 
was the spirit which this world needs. 
That was a faith which saw behind the 
clouds which blackened the heavens, a 
hand almighty, upon which they de- 
pended, to give success to all their 
efforts. God was with them, and in 
them. 


They passed by none. In the capi- 


al of the proud Jew, they proclaimed | 


the power of the crucified Nazarine. 
To the polished Greek, they made 
known a living, saving faith, infinitely 
superior to the teachings of their oldest 
and most Christian philosophers. To 
the warlike Roman they presented a 
bright field of conquest, where he 
might win eternal honors. With hearts 
hot within them, and with tongues 
touched with the live coal from off the 
altar, they grasped the torch of salva- 
tion, and bore it blazing far out into 
the mist and darkness of earth, arous- 
ing and cheering the lost and wander- 
ing tribes, and calling them back to 
truth and God. Such deep devotion— 
such unpaid activity, the world had 
never before witnessed. 

What the Christian Church needs 
to-day is this peculiar baptism. Just 
in proportion as the heart of the Church 
is fired and filled with God, will be the 
area and success of her labor. John 
Wesley’s Parish is none too large for a 
soul filled with the Holy Ghost. 

The Church purified in the manner 
we have indicated, is divested of that 
covetousness which is binding the hands, 
blinding the eyes, corrupting the hearts, 
and dwarfing the moral power of 
millions. 

The treasury of the Church is un- 
locked, in most cases, by very question- 
able means. We reach the pockets of 
the people by the force of excitement, 
and the amount contributed is often re- 
gretted by the donors afterwards. We 


pander to the pride of the natural ~ 


& - 


heart, by offering the contributors an 
honorable record in our Reports, or the 
perpetuation of a name attached to 
some heathen boy, or a membership in 
some honored society. Is this primitive 
benevolence? Must God’s cause go 
begging? Is this the extent of that 
faith which asks and receives all 
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things? We need another baptism of 
fire to consume this spirit of covetous- 
ness in the Churches. 


We coax, and beg, and plead, and 


offer almost every earthly inducement 


to professed Christian men; men who 
claim to be bought with the precious 
blood of Christ, and to believe the 
promise, ‘‘ Give, and it shall be given 
unto you; good measure; pressed 
down, shaken together, and running 
over;” and the result is, less than fifty 
cents a year, for the conversion of the 
“world to God. The Church needs a 
different faith from this. When this 
spirit of covetousness is consumed by 
the baptism of fire, there will be no 
lack of means to spread the gospel, 
and that too, without excitements of a 
questionable character. 


The Church, thus baptized, grasps 
every promise of Revelation with the 
strength of a God. If God says, ‘** The 
Kingdoms of this world shall become 
the Kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ,” that declaration settles the 
question, and they look for it with 
absolute certainty. If they read, 
‘Ethiopia shall stretch forth her hands 
unto God;” the eye is not fixed upon 
the chains, with which those hands 


are heavily loaded, but 


‘‘ Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees, 
And looks at this alone; 
Laughs at impossibilities, 
And cries, it shall be done.” 
Such, we confidently believe, will be 
the effects of holiness on the ministry 


' and membership—on the laborers in 


the home and foreign lands. 


Before our hopes of a world’s con- 
version are realized, the Church must 


All our places of worship should be 
shaken by a rushing mighty wind, and 


tongues of fire set on each of us, and 
we all filled with the Holy Ghost. 
Then will a power go forth from Zion 


‘which shall shake the world. We find 


no substitute for this in the schools—it 
is a power from on high. 


With this spirit it will be said of us 
as it was of Alleine, that ‘“‘he was 
infinitely and insatiably greedy of the 
conversion of souls; and to this end 
he poured out his very heart in prayer 
and in preaching.’”’ Possessed of this 
spirit, Matthew Henry said, ‘I would 
think it a greater happiness to gain one 
soul to Christ, than mountains of silver 
and gold to myself.’”’ David Brainard 
could say, ‘‘ I cared not where, or how 
I lived, or what hardships I went 
through, so I could but gain souls to 
Christ. While I was asleep I dreamed 
of these things; and when I awaked, 
the first thing I thought of was this 
great work.” How often did John 
Smith cry out in the earnestness of his 


soul, ‘*O Lord, give me souls or else I 
die.” 


To what extent do these Christ- 
like yearnings touch cords of sympathy 
in the heart of the Church? How far 
do they awaken respondent echoes in 
the bosom of those who bear the vessels 
of the Lord? O let us clothe ourselves 
with the mighty power of pentacost. 
Let brain, and heart, and purse, all 
contribute to this one grand result—the 
salvation of the world. Earthly crowns 
and coronets will soon be gone, but the 
living jewelry of brands plucked from 
the burning, shall cluster around us as 


‘the honored instruments of their salva- 


tion; to give dignity to our persons, 
joy to our crown, rapture to our emo- 


.| tions; and adorned by their seraphic 


radiance to shine as the stars forever 


| and ever, 


4 
| 
$a 
4 
| 
7 
| 
thee? 
x 
od: 
1 
| 
EB 
| | 


SERMON. 101 


ON THE IMPORTANCE OF GO- 
ING ON’ UNTO PERFECTION. 
SECOND SERMON. 

BY REV. B. W. GORHAM, 
«Therefore leaving the principles of the 
doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfec- 

tion. Heb. vi. 1.” 

It is true that all Christians wish the 
cause of God well, and so far as they 
can without inconvenience to them- 
selves, they are willing to promote it; 
but that is not the tone of devotion that 
will subdue the world. Never, till our 
men of wealth are ready to lay their 
great fortunes on the altar for the world’s 
conversion, never till our Christian pa- 
rents bring their children to Christ and 
offer them willingly to go forth to the 
ends of the earth to proclaim Immanu- 
el’s name, never till the ministry and 
the Church shall have drunk so deeply 
of the waters of life, that not only a 
man here- and a man there, but the 
great mass of believers everywhere, 
shall stand ready to do, to suffer or to 
die for the Master, shall we witness 
exhibitions of the power of God that 
are worthy of the gospel. The Church 
needs a ministry whose only quest is 
for work, telling work. Who by faith 
and prayer and high example will beck- 
on on the hostsof God. Men who will 
incite the Church to come at the gos- 
,pel’s richest stores of grace, who will 
urge them on to the delectable moun- 
tains of holiness, encouraging them to 
seek for the deepest and richest experi- 
' ences, and guiding them in their seek- 

We want men for the subordinate 
posts of duty in the Church, who like 
Stephen, the deacon, are full of faith 
and power and the Holy Ghost. Men 
who will hold up the hands of faithful 
ministers, and co-operate with them in 
their labors of love. Menof light and 


heat ; of zeal and knowledge in spir- 
itual things. There is no office in the 


Church but demands a high tone of 


personal piety in its incumbent. 

This deadness to the world, this deep 
consecration to God in all things, this 
mighty endowment of spiritual power 
is the great want of the whole body of 
believers, whether in the shop or at the 
counter, in the field or at the forge ; 
and who shall tell the value of its gra- 
cious power in the household, when all 
mere guises instinctively drop off, and 
when the real spirit which animates fa- 
ther and mother acts perpetually upon 


the forming character of childhood. 


How blessed is the little group at home, 
whose characters are allowed to bud 
and blossom under these genial influ- 
ences of purity, and patience, and faith, 
and love, and prayer. | 

‘** But,” says one, ‘** can a man attain 
eternal life without a clean heart; with- 
out the blessing of entire sanctifica- 
tion?’ If you mean to ask, ‘‘ Can any 
unholy thing enter Heaven ?”’ the answer 
must be, no. If you ask, ‘‘ Will any 
regenerate child of God be shut out 
of Heaven?” the answer must still be, 
no. ‘* What then will become of a 
man who is a child of God, but whose 
heart is not entirely sanctified ?” 

I answer, if he is a child of God; 
that is, if he is clearly in a justified 
state, he is not now resisting any light 
which it may please God to give him, 
touching his need of entire sanctifica- 
tion: and therefore he is not in an at- 


| titude of resistance to the operations of 


grace. He needs purity, and must have 
it, for no impure thing can enter Heav- 
en; but God will certainly purify such a 
soul before death. I know some stag- 
ger at this solution of what is some- 
times put forth as a very grave difficulty 
in the way of the advocates of a dis- 
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tinct work of sanctifying grace upon 
the heart as a necessary pre-requisite for 
Heaven; but it seems stranger to me 
that men never appear to feel the force 


of that difficulty only when they view 


it in this particular connection. All 
Christians agree that infants are in a 


justified state ; all agree that their na- 


tures are not pure, not sanctified ; and 
all believe in their salvation in Heaven 
through the atonement, in case they 
die in infancy. But if they enter 
Heaven, their natures must be purified 
by the Holy Spirit even in the hour of 
death. As with a justified infant, so 
with a justified believer. Both con- 
tinue in a state of acceptance with 
God as long as they obey the light they 
have, and so long as they have that 
acceptance, they are heirs of all the 
blessings of the covenant, including 
Heaven and all its pre-requisites. | 
But now, my deaf brother, having 
answered your question with great 
plainness and with entire candor, allow 
me to inquire what was your motive for 
asking it? Did you desire to find a 
solution of a question that had troubled 
you? Ordid you desire to be furnished 
with an answer to that question, which 
you might use in meeting an objection 
often thrown out? In either case it is 
well. 
‘* T hope the question will prove a hope- 


less puzzle,—and will somehow upset 


the theory of the necessity of heart pu- 
rity as a pre-requisite to Heaven.” 
Alas, my brother, if you felt that in 
your heart, you have reason to fear that 
you are not now even justified before 
God, and whatever may be true of oth- 
ers, you need to seek at once that you 
may know yourself a child of God, and 


that refining fire may go through your” 


heart, and sanctify every part of as 


nature to him. 


But did you feel in proposing it, 


The truth is recognized and held by 
all orthodox people that no man enters 
Heaven who finds himself an inhabitant 
of eternity with an impure nature. 
But, though the heart is not cleansed 
from sin by the grace of regeneration, 
the regenerate soul is in a safe relation 
to God, for he is a party to the cove- 


nant, of which some of the stipulations 


on God’s part are, ‘* He which hath be- 
gun a good work in you, will perform 
it until the day of Jesus Christ.” 
‘‘And if in anything ye be otherwise 
minded, God shall reveal even this unto 
you.” ‘* Faithful is he that calleth you, 
who also will do it;” that is, will 
“sanctify you wholly.” 

The case is plain enough then, in re- 
gard to every man whether newly jus- 
tified or not, who is living up to his 
light; who is not, in any degree, nor 


| in any sense, refusing the grace of God. 


But this does not at all apply to one who 
has been in the Church for years, who 


has had light on the subject, and much 


of the Spirit’s invitations to go on unto 
perfection, but wht still shrinks from 


the exceeding narrowness of the way. 


set before him, and rather than be sin- 
gular in an age when there is much 
worldliness and pride in the Church, 
deliberately refuses the proffered grace 
of heart purity, by refusing the terms 


upon which it is suspended. Such men, 
are commonly betrayed into considera- 


ble latitude of self-indulgence in one 
way and another, and as to religious 
duties, they perform few of them except 


it be in a sort of official or professional | 


way; amere matter of routine, wheth- 
er in the family, the sogtal oes or 
the Church. 


The position of such men is one of 


“opposition to holiness, just as the po- 


sition of an unconverted man is in op- 
-| position to religion in general. They 
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watch the professors and advocates of 
holiness with the same spirit, and re- 
joice at their failures, shortcomings or 
sins with the same spirit; yet, though 
they deliberately disobey the divine re- 
quirement which enjoins them to go on 
unto perfection, do these men talk of 
being in a justified state, and open 
their eyes in holy horror at any doctrine 
which implies that all is not well, that 
they are not in a safe condition to die 
and go to. the judgment. 

It is a fearful thing to say to Christ, 
in the work of our salvation, ‘** Thus 
far shalt thou go, and no farther; to 
arrest the work of grace before the 
process of salvation is completed and 
refuse to have it completed, by. going 
on unto perfection. . In every such man 
there is a preference of sin—some sin 
—to holiness; a deliberate violation of 
the order of God which requires us to 
“Go on;” and it would be folly and 
presumption for such a sinner to con- 
sider himself safe because the justified 
man is so. 

Salvation is oneeof those things 
which must be completed to attain its 
ultimate end. The arch is useless tili 
the key stone is in place. The end is 
not reached at all till the last mile of 
the journey is travelled. The house, 
however costly, which is never to have 
a roof is never to have value. The 


retarded or arrested by your own hand, 
perform it until the day of Jésus Christ. 
But if you rebel against him by refus- 
ing to go into the land of promise, 
the Canaan of perfect love, you are in 
great danger of suffering like those Is- 
raelites who turned back from Kadesh 
Barnea, to wander in a waste howling 
wilderness, and at length to hear God 
sweur that they should not erter into 
his rest. 

‘‘ Let us therefore fear, lest, a prom- 
ise being left us of entering into his 
rest, any of you should seem to come 
short of it.” 

Columbus, O., Dec. 30, 1862. 


HAVE FAITH IN GOD. 
BY MRS. E. DYER. 


When sorrow’s waves around me roll 
And wind and storm begin to rise, 
And fears o’erwhelm my sinking soul, 
And darkness intercepts the skies,— 
Then O my soul have faith in God 
And trust in the atoning biood. 


May the sweet whispers of his voice 
Speak peace unto my troubled heart, 
And bid my inmost soul rejoice, 
And bid my fears and grief depart. 
Have faith in God, so shall it be, 

His word shall calm the troubled sea. 


Give me this faith, though earth may frown, 
Then shall I feel thee ever near; 

Though friends and comforts be withdrawn, 
"Tis life and light if thou appear ; : 
Through faith I view the eternal throne 
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And claim thy fulness as my own. 


Through faith I feel thy blood applied — 
And claim the promises divine, 

Pardon and peace flow from his side, — 
Through faith in God these all are mine, 
Then let me feel thy sprinkled blood 
And say by faith,—thou art my God. 


Then will I shout in death thy name 
And say, I feel that God is love, 
To-day as yesterday the same; 

Send some sweet promise from above, 
Then faith shall penetrate the night, 
And rise to pure and endless light. 


field, however sowed and tilled, yields 
no return till the final process of the 
autumnal gathering; and the farm en- 
closed on every side but one, or by ev- 
ery rod but one, is not enclosed at all, 
till that last rod of fence is built. So 
with salvation; no man is saved till 
he is saved. | 

God, who sees the end from the be- 
ginning, provides for the end from the 
beginning; and having begun a good 
work in you, will, unless the work be 
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FROM MRS. RUTH HALL TO 
THE REV. J. WESLEY. 
Jan. 18, 1783. 


Rey. DEAR Srr:~_According 
to your desire, I will simply relate to 
you the Lord’s gracious dealings with 
me. I had oft times serious impres- 
sions upon my mind when I was very 
young. The Lord drew me with the 
cords of his love. . When in the means 
of grace, or in the company of serious 
people, I often wished to enjoy the 
happiness which I heard others speak 
of, but these impressions soon passed 
away. I went on thus till the year 
1772 when I was much stirred up to 
seek the Lord that I might know him 
for myself, but I let these convictions 
also die away. 


The Lord then permitted me to be 
sorely harrassed with temptations from 
the devil, so that I had scarce any rest 
from morning till night. Blasphemous 
thoughts of God were mostly urged 
upon my mind. I then began to think 
I had sinned beyond the reach of mer- 
cy. This brought horror into my soul 
and made me miserable, till I opened 
_™y mind to my dear mother who en- 
couraged me to seek the Lord, assuring 
me he would be found of me if I sought 
him with my whole heart. This gen- 
erally gave me ease for the present, but 
I soon sunk back into my former de- 
spair. I went from home after this, 
and was in some measure diverted from 
what oppressed my mind by giving way 
to trifling, and as my seriousness wore | 
off, I was less harrassed with tempta-* 
tion. In this state I continued till the 
year 1776, when I was again stirred up 
by hearing that a young woman who 
had not been long in the society had 
received the blessing of sanctification. 


I was cut to the heart when I thought 


how long 1 had been and knew nothing 
of the divine life, notwithstanding the 
precious means I enjoyed. I then de- 
termined not to rest till the Lord should 
bless me also. I wrestled with him much 
in prayer at all opportunities for about 
a fortnight, when one night, after I 
had continued pleading with God till 
almost midnight, these words were im- 
pressed on my mind, * Jesus Christ 
maketh thee whole, thy sins are for- 
given thee.’’ I could not believe it at. 
first though the words were repeated 
many times, for I doubted whether they 
came from God. At length I deter- 
mined to strive to believe, and as soon 
as I did this, I felt power to believe 
that Jesus was my Saviour; my burden 
of guilt was removed: and I could now 
rejoice in the Lord. Iwas soon tempt- 
ed to think that I had deceived myself, 
but I saw this was from the enemy and 
was enabled to resist it. I went on 
comfortably for a few weeks, and then 
gave way to sin by which my soul was 
brought into darkness, but the Lord. 
again shed abroad his love in my 
heart. 

I was convinced by degrees of the 
necessity of holiness. The Lord showed 
me how much I lived beneath my privi- 
lege, that I was called to love him with 
all my heart and devote myself entirely — 
to him. I often felt a strong desire to 
experience this blessing, but I found in : 
me an evil heart of unbelief. When I 
felt evil tempers arise and get the better 
of me, I thought it impossible that I 
ever could be saved from them, but as 


'my dear mother was such a witness of 


it in every respect, I had some hope 
that I too might experience the saving 
power of God. Indeed I was much 
hurt by the conduct of a young person 
of my acquaintance, who professed to 
be in this liberty but did not walk ac- 
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cordingly. I often feared that I, in 
like manner, should be a reproach to 
the cause of God, but the Lord gra- 
ciously helped me, particularly by the 
conversation of one who I believe lives 
near to him. Having an opportunity 
of being with her alone, I found liberty 
to open my mind freely, and the Lord 
so blessed what she said to me, that I 
thought I could give myself into his 
hands. All my doubts were removed, 
my soul was as melting wax before the 
fire, and at a love-feast about two days 
after, was set at full liberty. These 
words were then applied to my mind ; 
“ Stand fast in the liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made thee free.” Fear 
again arose in me and I said, “‘ Lord I 
shall not stand, I shall not hold the 
blessing; when immediately these 
words were applied, Thou standest 
by faith, be not high-minded but fear,” 
and with them such light shone into my 
mind, that I saw more clearly than ever, 
how the soul by believing every mo- 
ment in Jesus, is upheld and strength- 
ened; and in that moment I was en- 
abled to give myself to the Lord to be 
entirely his. I felt such humility of 
spirit as Inever did before. I saw my- 
self to be nothing, and that Jesus was 
allin all tome. And glory be to his 
holy name, since that time, I have 
proved his saving power. I have been 
much exercised both from outward and 
inward temptations, yet I find by look- 
ing to the Lord, he maketh my peace 
to flow asariver. I still see heights 
and depths, lertgths and breadths before 
me, and feel a determination to press 
_ forward, that I may be made all he 
would have me to be. I beg an inter- 
est in your prayers and am, dear sir, 


Your affectionate 
Ruta 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM 
MR. J. BROWN TO THE REV. 
J. WESLEY. | 


Dovetas, Isle of Mann, 
June 7, 1783. 


Rev. Dear Srr:—Through 
abundant mercy the work still goes on 
among the poor people here. We had 
a little addition the last month and our 
hearers do not appear to be weary of 
hearing of a precious Christ, therefore 
I hope the Lord will not stay his hand 
among them. Many of the old mem- 
bers are in earnest for all the mind that 
was in Jesus. About three days ago 
one told me that in her band, she was, 
much drawn out in prayer for the ces- 
sation of all indwelling sin, and ina 
very little time she by faith obtained 
the blessing, and the Spirit witnessed 
that her heart was cleansed from all 
unrighteousness. 

I lately met such a dear friend on the 
road; we sat down to relate to-each 
other the dealings of God with our 
souls, and he told me that for twenty- 
one years he .had been a lover of the 
meek and lowly Jesus, but in general 
there had been such a sand-bank be- 
fore him that he thought he gained lit- 
tle ground. The evening coming on 
we parted, and soon after I received the 
following lines from him: ‘“ Glory be 
to God most high, I believe he hath re- 
moved the sand-bank from my soul, so 
that now I hope, Jesus being my pilot, 


to sail into the haven of eternal happi- | 


ness. Blessed be my faithful G» 


have no doubt that he has purified my - 


heart by faith. I am emptied, I be- 
lieve, of envy and wrath, desire and 
pride. - One act of simple faith has 
done more than twenty-one years striv- 
ing in prayer without it.” 

I believed the report and co uld con- 


gratulate the happy man on his deliv-. 
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erance. In a second letter he writes 
thus, ** I believe that sin has ceased, 
yet I find I must keep watching that it. 
do not enter in again. The just shall 
live by faith, and he that is begotten 
of God keepeth himself and the wicked 
one toucheth him not, while he keeps 
believing in Jesus.” O that thousands 
and tens of thousands might witness 
the good confession before men and an- 
gels! Iam, Rev. and dear sir, your 


very affectionate son in the gospel. 
J. B. 


‘EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM 
MISS A. BOLTON TO THE 
REV. J. WESLEY. 


Watney, Sept. 17, 1783. 


Rev. AND Dear Sir :—My heart 
is full of joy and longs its glorious 
matter to declare. The Lord is visiting 
his people with the blessing of peate. 
On Sunday evening while my brother 
was preaching, an old member of the so- 
ciety was made partaker of that grace 
which bringeth full salvation, and her 
testimony is undoubtedly received. In 
conversing with several of our mem- 
bers, I find in them a thirst for the full 
redemption of God’s Israel. 
seems to be a peculiar dispensation of 
the Spirit gone forth, as a refining fire ; 
the people see a great light and are at- 
tentive thereto, and I do not doubt but 
a much greater will be manifested unto 
them. One of our new members who 
was clearly justified a few weeks since, 
now believes that God has purified his 
heart. His manner of expressing him- 
self is thus, that he has an assurance 
that all he has is given up to God, and 
all that God has to bestow is his. 


Your ever obliged servant, 


There 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM 
WM. G SHADFORD TO THE 


REV. J. WESLEY. 
Jan. 12, 1784, 


Rev. AND DEAR Srr:—Blessed be 
God we are in a prosperous way in 
many parts of this’ circuit. We have 
added in Hull between thirty and forty | 
new members; ten or twelve have 
found peace lately, and one or two found 
perfect love a few days back. I am 
continually with God. I can with hum- 
ble confidence declare this, the tender 
mercies of my God, I enjoy a glorious 
victory over the world, the flesh and 
the devil. I never did continually feel 
such a tendency to goodness, and such 
a habit of holiness wrought in my soul. 
I trust the whole stream of my affec- 
tion goes out after God, the fountain of 
happiness. Iam sorry to say this is 
greatly neglected amongst some of our 
leaders, who should be in earnest for it 


themselves and should also press it upon | 


others. The reason why many grow 
cold and decay, is, because they are not 
going on unto perfection. Dear sir, 
pray forme and my yoke-fellow, that 
we may be more and more useful, in 
our day, our short day of probation, 
that all our future days whether many 
or few may be spent to the glory of 


God. Iam, Rev. Sir, your unworthy 
son, G. 5. 


WE should so live and labor that 
what came to us as seed may go to the 
next generation as blossoms, and what 
came to us as blossoms may go to them 
as fruit. 

** And the Lord said unto Moses, speak 
to the children of Israel that they go 
forward.” 


Ir is the ordinary way of the world, 
to keep folly at the helm, and wit under 


A. B. 


the hatches. 


, 
ba 
: 
4 
* 
- 
e 
4, 
P 
Fig 
* 
+ 
a 
at 
4 
> | 
| 


JESUS CHRIST IS BETTER THAN A MOTHER. 


107 


«JESUS CHRIST IS BETTER 
THAN A MOTHER.” 


BY A STUDENT. 


What a potency is there in the ex- 
pression of a thought at the right time. 
And how timely was the expression of 
this thought to the dying soldier when 
with unutterable emotion he said, “I 
want to see my mother.” Jesus Christ 
is better than a mother. How this 
truth charmed away the pain from his 
heart, as it was pronofinced to him by 
his friend. It was nota thought merely, 
buta reality. Jesus Christ came in a 
moment, in answer to his wish and his 
confidence, and stayed with him in that 


awful hour. ‘There has never anything . 


impressed me more deeply with the di- 
vinity of Christ than his real, and al- 
most visible presence with dying sol- 
diers. The suddenness with which they 
are brought to cry for his presence,— 
the contrast between the scenes that 
surround them, in which they have j ist 
been engaged, and the peacefulness of 


his presence as he comes,—swifter than 
the light, how wonderful! Not that 


his presence condemns the sword, else 


he never would have said once, as he 
did, that he came not to send peace, 
but a sword. A sword is better than 
some kinds of peace, otherwise Christ 
himself would have stayed away, when 
he knew that his coming would bring 
asword. But that he should give such 
an unwonted touch to the spirit—that 
he should give such victory—the eter- 
nal victory, when all of earth is lost, 
at least to the man that has fallen; and 
that so many should evince a sense of 
that Divine uplifting who never ex- 
pected uncommon manifestations from 
above—this is wonderful. They are 
those who offer themselves as martyrs 
toa good cause. Mistaken or not in 
their ideas, they go to offer themselves, 


and Jesus gives them the martyr’s vic- 
tory when they fall. They remembered 


his words, when they went, that ‘ they 


that take the sword shall perish by the 
sword,” physically; and this they are 
willing to bear, if need be. No one 
can very strongly believe that he shall 
be among the exceptions, though he 
may hope to be. Many take the 
sword, we know, who do it, not from 
the highest motives; but they are not 
forgotten by Christ in the hour of their 
awful extremity, if they cast their 
sinking souls upon him, no more than 
he forgets to have pity upon others, 
who have not acted from the highest 
motives, and yet come to him for mercy 
at the last. But these are not such as 
have the martyr’s triumph in death. 
They are such as suffer loss, though 
they may be saved 4s by fire. Many 
go into the eternal world without 
Christ when they fall in battle, as they 
would have gone had they died at 
home. The cry of war stirs up the 
worst of men to go, as well as the 
best ; but from a very different set of 
feelings. This difference is seen all 
the way there, and while in camp, and 


when dying. The seal is set on a man 
before he becomes a soldier. If he 
will not seek God in the face of dan- 
gers and death, he would never have 
sought him. It shows him to be 
hardened and lost, though still a living 
man, and a young man, it may be, if 
he can go into battle, which is to face 
sudden death, without casting his soul 
upon God. It maybe said that the 
mind is so excited under such circum- 
stances that it cannot act itself. It does 
act itself, and so much the more vigor- 
ously, and with the greater directness. 
So that we believe war, not to be the 
occasion of-the loss of souls, but of 


bodies only. 
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_ But how I have wandered from my 
first intention in quoting the words of 
the dying soldier’s friend. I thought 
only to tell what a power these words 
had been to me during a late illness. 
Jesus Christ is better than a mother. 
Who but him can be as good as a 
mother? but He is better. He can 
come when she cannot. We ean speak 
to him when too weak to speak to her, 
were she present. He is Omniscient— 
he knows all our case as she cannot. 


He is Omnipotent; he can raise our} 


spirits above everything, when she can 
only comfort them. He can give us to 
lean upon his own immortality while 
the body is sinking as she cannot, 
though she might try to do it with love 
next to his, in degree, and in kind. O 
yes, I said, again and :again, Jesus 


Christ is better than a mother, for he 


need not be away; he is better than a 
husband, for he is never dead; he is 
better than children, for he does not 
lack experience. O Jesus! thou art 


our all, in life and in death. 
Feb. 1863. 


O JESUS I LOVE THEE. 
BY R, BURGESS, Y. D. M. 


O Jesus I love thee, 
Creator Supreme! 
I love to behold thee 
By river and stream, 
By forests and fountains, 
By mountain and lea, 
By sunshine and shadow, 
By land and by sea! 


By starlight and moonbeam, 
Thy glory I view; 

Thy painting in flow’rets, 
Thy tear-drops in dew! | 

The birds and their singing, 
Awake at thy tread, 

The arch of the rainbow. 
Encircles thy head! © 


O Jesus I love thee, 
Arrayed in thy might, 


Upheaving the nations 

' To vindicate Right ! 

Proclaiming to millions 
The glad Jubilee, 
Blood flowing like water, 
That all might be free ! 


Thy Providence rolleth 
. wheel within wheel, 
Its wings of the eagle, 
Its canopy steel, 
All speeding to rescue 
Thy children from thrall, 
To gather the outcasts, 
To watch $ver all ! 


O Jesus I love thee, 
My Saviour, my all! 
Who drankest so freely 
The wormwood and gall! 
Who sheddest so freely, 
- Thy blood and thy tears, 
By dying to save us, 
From wrath and from fears ! 


Wake, ten thousand voices, 
O praise, praise our King! 
For his great salvation 
In ecstasy sing ! 
For love like a banner, 
That greeteth the gales, 
. For hope that ne’er dieth, 
For faith that ne’er fails. 


O Jesus I love thee, 
For mansions of rest, 
The land of thy glory, 
The home of the blest! 
For saints reunited, 
All bathed in delight, 
And shouting that shadows | 
Have ended in light ! 


For beautiful garments, 

For sceptres and crowns ; 
For good ¢hat is real 

And love without frowns! 
For anthems eternal 

On harps of pure gold ;— 
The light of thy presence 

And raptures untold ! 


Kinsman, O., Dec. 30th. 


THE pulpit is the loftiest throne of 
man’s intellect and heart. It is the 


| seat of God among men. 
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A RE-UNION IN THE ALLEN 
ST. M. E. CHURCH, N. Y. 


Sirice the doctrine of holiness led us 
‘nto Methodism, we have in the class- 
room, prayer, and experience-meeting 
looked for characteristic experience ac- 
cording to the doctrines of this branch 
of Zion. Sometimes we have thought 
all was in divine order, first pardon, 
then purity. Then again, when we 
had the greatest reason to expect to 
hear of advanced exercises arising from 
constant abiding in Christ, through de- 
liverance from the old nature, we have 
been disappointed. | 

But in the Allen St. Church there 
was a re-union lately, and the after- 
noon was entirely occupied by those 
from far, and near, who were converted 
at that altar; it was a time of special 
interest. The prompt, decisive work 
done at the altar was highly honored 
in making Methodism, *‘ Christianity 
in earnest,” by those who spoke of 
themselves, wives and children having 
found the Saviour there. 

The first aged disciple who related 
his experience said, he had found par- 
don at that altar, but after a time was 
brought into bondage through the re- 
mains of his corrupt nature, then 
sought the blessing of entire sanctifi- 
cation and has been ever since fully 
saved in the cleansing bldod of Christ. 

A minister spoke, whose father was 
one of the pastors of the Church years 
ago, although he was not converted at 
that altar, yet some of his best. and 
dearest associations in early life had 
been with this people. At his sitting 
down a sister rose and meekly said, 
“Our last testimony brings to mind an 
item of experience in connection with 
his honored father, and this Church, 
which I feel impelled to relate. When 
our brother-Silleck was pastor here, he 


called at my house: his inquiry was, 
*Sister—do you enjoy the blessing of 
sanctification?’ I said no, I never 
expect to enjoy it.. He looked sur- 
prised, and said, ‘ What do you mean?” 
I mean just what I say, I never expect 
to enjoy the blessing of sanctification, 
1 have forfeited that state of grace, I 
have enjoyed it and have drawn back, 
and believe God can no more have 
pleasure in me. He said, ‘ Sister you 
astonish me, how can you give way to 
such a temptation?’ I could hardly 
believe it to be temptaticn, but con- 
sidered it a just punishment as I had 
been so ungrateful in drawing back. 
Our good minister asked if I expected 
to get to heaven? I answered I might 
just be saved, at last, ‘ but,’ said he, 
* you can never be saved without holi- 
ness.’ He then assured me God would 
not withhold spiritual blessings as a 
punishment. I prayed that this temp- 
tation might be removed. Afternoon 
meetings were then being held, and 


| those who felt the need of more re- 


ligion, or a thorough work of grace in 
the heart, were invited to the altar to 
pray for it. I went to that altar, I 
knelt just about there,” pointing to the 
place, ‘‘ and there, the temptation was 
removed; and never since, have I 
doubted the sufficiency of the atone- 
ment to cleanse evenme.” Throughout 
time and eternity, praise is due to 
Christ, for this deliverance, and the 
eminent fruits of it. M. A. 


N. Y., Feb. 3, 1893. 


FLETCHER illustrated in his own life 
that which he urged upon others. In 
consequence of living wholly for Christ, 
he led a happy and a useful life. Here 
is the secret of happincss and of use 
fulness. 
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TUESDAY MEETING, 54 RIV- 
INGTON ST., N. Y. 


In the opening service, the minister 
while commenting on the appropriate 
portion of Scripture read, insisted upon 
the faithfulness required from every 
child of God- who abides in Christ to 
make known this great salvation in 
their different Christian relations, for 
the general Church is ready to receive 
the truth of God in its power to sanc- 
tify them wholly—yea, many are hun- 
gering and thirsting after the fulness of 
Christ. This seemed to give the key- 
note to the meeting, and a great 
amount of simple experience was re- 
lated. A sister said she was thankful 
for the good counsel she had received 
from a person of experience in the be- 


ginning of the way, that to kcep this 


state of grace clear in the heart, and 
life, it must be confessed in all suitable 
circumstances ; and she had found this 
the only way in which she could keep 
her vision clear, as well as be enabled 
to live rightly. She had known many to 
fall when they began to be indefinite, and 
thought if all the Methodists who once 
enjoyed this state of grace were called 
upon to say that they fell in this way, 
they would be ahost. She had known 
many who had fallen through silence, 
and indefiniteness in their experience. 
A sailor said he had thought it would 
hardly be possible for him to keep his 


_ conscience clear, and the grace of God 


in his peculiar circumstances at sea, 
exposed to sudden perils and confusion; 
but he found that Christ was able to 
save him in all his necessities. An- 
other sailor said when a boy he ran 
away from his home in South America, 
but here God had found him and con- 
verted his soul. Then he spoke most 
clearly of his sanctification, often re- 


| 


ferring to the mottos on the wall, 
especially ‘‘ Sanctify them through thy 
truth.” Yes, he said it was through 
the belief of God's truth. Although 
his English was imperfect all were 
greatly edified, and rejoiced in his joy, 
Two others of the same class of per- 
sons, witnessed to full salvation. And 
then another, a younger one, defined 
his state as needing a clean heart to 
save him in the hour of temptation, 
and make him useful—he was tired of 
sinning and repenting. ~These men of 
the ocean when they come into port 
seek the meeting as soon as possible, 
for in their own language, it is the spot 
nearest heaven to their souls. A gen- 
tleman who had been an earnest sceker 
last week and had received aid in the 
way of faith, described his present state 
as one of perfect rest in God; the 
light he now enjoys in reading the 
Word is beyond anything in the past, 
yet he hardly dared to say he was sanc- 
tified wholly. We think he was con 
firmed in believing that he was fully ac- 
cepted and cleanse d. 


Amid the press of many who desired 
to speak, a Congregational minister 
said he would only take a few moments 
to make his confession of guilt—ten 
years ago when he began to preach, he 
was convinced that the Bible insisted 
upon holinese of heart, and life—but 
he had been unfaithful and withheld it 
from the people—now he desired prayer 
in his behalf, for his light is not as 
clear as it once was. He was ashamed 
of his unfaithfulness. The wife of an 
Jtinerant made a similar confession, 
that for years she had withdrawn from 
the full service God required of her. 
Affliction and chastening had beset. her 
path, and only within the two past 
years she had made the sacrifice com- 
plete, and believed unto righteousness, 
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and been enabled to bear corresponding 
fruit. 


HIGHLAND JESSIE AGAIN. 


Some time since we began to go to 
the lowly cottage of a pious old saint, 
who is a member of the Free Church. 
There is something wonderful in this 
old saint’s prayers and exhortations, 
and an aptness in quoting Scripture all 
her own. As often as three times a 
week a few praying saints gather there 
in the name of our blessed Lord, and 
sit at his feet until two or three in the 
morning. We have been several times, 
but stayed no later than 12 o'clock. 
God has blessed us in our efforts in 
going to that lowly cottage, for that 
dear old saint and another precious. 
soul have received Jesus as their full 
and present Saviour. Now they meet 
with opposition—still they seem to be 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and are 
made blessings to others. 


HAPPINESS OF PERFECT LOVE. 
William Sharply said to me this 


morning: ‘*O Miss Roe, I now prove 


aheaven below! Igo to bed believing 
and hanging cn Jesus, and I awake as 
in his immediate presence. I 
go out he is with me, at work he is my 
companion, and when I return home I 


bring him in my heart. His love gives. 


a relish to my food; and when I drink 
it reminds me that he is a well of liv- 
ing water which can never be ex- 
hausted. 
from the enemy, I tell him, I have 
nothing to do with thee; go to my 
Saviour, he will answer thee. I am 
kept in perfect peace. I find every 


spiritual and temporal want supplied 
the present moment, and I take no 


When I find a temptation | 


thought for to-morrow. I trust the 
Lord for that; and I am sure that 
while I live by faith he will never leave 
me nor forsake me.” I exhorted his 
wife to look for the same salvation ; 
but she cannot yet see that the promise 
is for her, though ‘she earnestly desires 
the blessing. I went with S. Hancock 
in the evening to see Ann Shrigley, 
where we had a precious season, for we 
found her rejoicing in God, with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory. Know- 
ing. that she had to encounter many 
and severe outward trials, I asked her, 
“Do you ever repine at the dispensa- 
tions of Providence!’ She answered, 
“ Ah, no! I have Christ, and that is 


enough. I want nothing; all is wel- | 


come. My beloved Saviour sheds his 
love abroad in my heart, and all is 
trifling that I suffer. My pain is 
nothing; my trials are nothing. His 
love is above all. It springs up in my 
soul with such a sweetness that I can 
mind nothing else.” While praying 
with her it was a time of love indeed. 
| Hester Ann Roe, 1781. 


REST YONDER. 


This is not my place of resting, - 
Mine’s a city yet to come; 
Onward to it I am hasting— 
On to my eternal home. 


In all its light and glory, 
O’er it shines a nightless day ; 
Every trace of sin’s sad story, 
All the curse has passed away. 


There the Lamb, our Shepherd, leads us, 
By the streams of life along ; 

On the freshest pastures feeds us, 
Turns our sighing into song. 


Soon we pass this desert dreary, 
Soon we bid farewell to pain ; 

Never more be sad or weary, 
Never, never sin again. 
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NOT FIRMNESS OF MIND. 


««* All things shall work together for 
good, to them that love God.’ My 
reliance, being poor, is in the love of 
God; if I were ever so rich, I could 
not be more secure; for on what else 
but on his will can the most flourishing 
prospects depend for their stability?” 
The Abbie felt some emotion at this 
pointed.observation; he however smoth- 
ered it, and said, ‘* Very few have your 
firmness of mind.” “Sir,” returned 
the man, ‘‘ you should rather say, few 
seek their strength from God.” Then 
steadily fixing his eyes on M. de Rance, 
he added, ‘Sir, it is not firmness of 
mind. Iknow misfortunes, as well as 
others; and I know too, that when 
affliction comes close, no firmness of 
mind only, can or will carry a man 
through. However strong a man may 
be, affliction may be yet stronger, un- 
less his strength be in the strength of 
God. Again, sir, it is not firmness of 
mind. But it isa firm and heartfelt 
conviction, founded on Scripture, and 
experience of God’s mercy, in Christ. 
It is faith, and that faith itself is the 
gift of God.” Lancelet. 


CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY. 


Blessed be God! he has given faith 
and love to all his suffering children, to 
bear each other on their hearts; and 
he has promised that where two agree 
on earth, touching anything, it shall be 
done for his sake in heaven. Let us 
then pray in faith, that all his holy will 
may be wrought in us; that waiting 
on him we may daily renew our 
strength, and experiencing his faithful- 
ness, that we may be more deeply 
rooted and grounded in the love of 
Christ, which passeth knowledge. The 


Lord increase in us that faith which is | 


the substence of things hoped for, and 
the evidence of things not seen. 
Lancelet, 


THE BOOK OF CANTICLES. 


Thus the book is full of Jesus. But 
it is Jesus in a peculiar character. He 
is not seen here as, ‘‘ Saviour,” nor ag 
‘King,’ nor as ‘‘ High Priest,” nor as 
“ Judge,” nor as ‘* Prophet,” nor as the 
‘Captain of our Salvation,” nor ag 
“the Great Shepherd of the sheep,” 
nor as “the Mighty God,” nor as “ the 
King of Kings,” nor as his people’s 
Surety’ —no! it is in a clearer and 
closer relation than any of these—it is 
Jesus as our ‘* Bridegroom,” Jesus in 


marriage union with his Bride, his 
Church. A. NrewTon, 


PROMISES WITHOUT DATE. 


You say you have peace, but not joy 
in believing; blessed be God for peace! 
May this peace rest with you! Joy 
will follow, perhaps not very closely, 
but it will follow faith and love. God’s 
promises are sealed to us, but not 
dated: therefore patiently attend his 
pleasure; he will give you joy in be- 
lieving. Amen. | 

Susannah Wesley. 


WHEN we, suffer for well-doing, we 
are in the best of company, but when 
we suffer for evil-doing we are in the 
worst society. G. 


Lay down thy burden here; 
With such a weary load, 

Thou canst not climb yon hill, 
Yon steep and rugged road. 


So shalt thou bear the toils 
Thy God appoints to thee ; 
So shalt thou serve thy God 
In happy liberty. 
Bonar. 
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CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 


BY A. KH. G. 


At an early age I felt the strivings of 
the Spirit of God with my jheart, but 
to these I yielded not until my four- 
teenth year, when I sought and found 
peace in believing in Jesus. Not many 
weeks passed ere I felt the lurkings of 
the carnal mind within: the roots of 
sin and bitterness rising up, though the 
past had been forgiven. Frequently in 
reading God’s word my youthful mind 
would be forcibly struck with such 
passages as, ‘‘ Be ye holy for I am 
holy,” ‘‘ Be ye therefore perfect even 
as your Father which is in Heaven is 
perfect,” ‘‘ Without holiness no man 
can see the Lord.” I thought that 
there was something more for me to 
obtain, and my prayer was for ‘a 
clean heart.” 

At times my mind was much exer- 
cised upon this subject, but on looking 
around me at others who seemed to 
enjoy religion, and had a bright pros- 
pect of Heaven, who did not profess 
any higher blessing than that of justi- 
fication, I thought it unnecessary for 
me to be so troubled about it, and I 
would try to throw off these im- 
pressions, and would fall back into 
indifference. But still the Spirit strove 
with me calling me to a holy life. 

Months and years passed by thus, 
till God called me by His providences 
to **a closer walk” with Him. While 
laid upon a bed of suffering, the im- 
pression fastened itself strongly upon 
my mind that God was thus chastening 
me in order to draw me more closely 
to Himself. I then prayed earnestly 
for a holy heart, but the way to the 
attainment of that blessing seemed 


hidden. I knew not how to obtain it. 

In the following year, with partially 
restored health, I was privileged to 
attend a meeting on the subject of 
Holiness, in Baltimore, the first I ever 
attended. I there heard the testimony 
of the humble followers of Jesus, who 
professed to enjoy this great blessing, 
who stated plainly and unequivocally 
that they realized the efficacy of the 
blood of Christ to cleanse from all sin; 
that they had received this as a distinct 
blessing, in answer to prayer; since 
which time they had experienced a 
high state of enjoyment—close and 
uninterrupted communion with God— 
hitherto unknown to them. 

I could not doubt such testimony 
and I thought if others enjoyed this, 
why should not I? and I then resolved 
to seek it. with all my heart. I did so, 
and not in vain, for through the instru- 
mentality of a holy man of God who 
pointed out, clearly, to me this ‘hid- 
den” way, I was brought intoit. One 
morning, in the Spring of 1856, I retir- 
ed to my chamber; my heart was lifted 
to God believing that he would grant 
me the blessing then. I fell upon my 
knees, and casting myself at the foot 
of the cross, I consecrated my all to 
God, and prayed Him to accept me 
fully and seal me His. The answer 
came—the work was done. 


was purified in the precious blood of 
Christ from all the stains of sin. 

It was no ecstasy of joy which I 
then experienced, but 

—‘‘all the silent heaven of love.”’ 
Words would fail to convey more than 
a faint idea of that hour’s experience. 
I felt, as it were, lost in God. 


I lived in the enjoyment of this 


blessing until I began to be backward 
in confessing it publicly. It was sug- 


The long- 
sought blessing was mine, my heart 
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gested to my mind that I could en) oy 
it just as well silently, as by speaking 
of it, and I might injure the cause of 
Christ by professing so much, when my 
life did not accord with my profession, 
in the estimation of others. I then 
determined upon a course of silence 
upon the subject. I suspected not for 
a moment that this was a snare of the 
evil one. Here I was entangled and 
overcome—I soon fell into doubt and 
darkness—and finally concluded that I 
had lost the blessing entirely, as God 
did not reveal Himself to me as He 
had formerly done. 

But, thanks to His name for His 
amazing mercy, I sought Him again 
and I can now testify that He rules 
supremely in my heart, casting out all 
sin. 

This state does not exempt me from 
conflicts with spiritual foes, sometimes 


- gevere, but I have a strength within 


which is not my own, enabling me to 
overcome—nor from a liability to fall, 
as the past has given evidence of; I 


‘must watch and pray.” 


I live by faith from moment to mo- 
ment, “ kept by the power of God.” 

Of one thing I feel assured, that God 
intends to have the glory of the work 
done in us, and we must acknowledge 


Him as a full Saviour—His power to 


keep from sin, as well as pardon sin— 
if we would enjoy this blessing in all 
its fulness. ‘‘Ye are my witnesses, 
saith the Lord.” 


I have thus borne my humble testi- 


_ mony, praying that it may be a blessing 


to some fellow-traveller to the ‘* Celes- 
tial City.” 
_ Millersville, Md., March, 1863. 


Many cannot endure the excitement 
of prayer who are fond of the excite- 
ment of carousal. 


WOMAN’S FREEDOM IN Wor. 
SHIP. 


BY MRS. P. L. U. 


Rev. H. V. DeceEn—Dear Brother 
in Christ. I have been requested to 
write an article on Woman’s Freedom 
in Worship. I have hesitated to do 
so, because as it seems to me, it is like 
getting up an argument to prove that 
woman has a soul, and is responsible 
to God, her Creator. I view the 
opposite custom, restricting woman in 
worship, as a part of heathenism, and 
one of its worst features. The law. of 
God, as given to Moses, and as un- 
folded by Christ in his precepts and 
life, makes no distinction between man 
and woman. And this is the only in- 
fallible standard of God’s revealed will 
to man. Whatever principles of man, 
or practices, are in disagreement with 
this standard, must be condenified as 
false. The law of love is equally 
binding on woman and on man, and is 
to be carried out in word and in deedy 

To wmpart what one receives from 
God, is. the out-going life of the new 
Christ-nature. It is the highest hap- | 
piness, and the most Godlike work of © 
the soul. How opposed then to the 
new Christ-nature, and to God’s Word 
is the sealing of woman’s lips in the 
public exercises of the Church. And 
what a loss that Church sustains, where 
the heart of the Church—the heart of 
woman—is closed, leaving only the 
head, or man, to edify the Church. 

It gives me pleasure here to exonerate 
Paul from the charge of condemning to 
silence Christian woman. (1 Cor. 14: 
34.) It is strange indeed that he 
should be so understood, when in 4 
previous passage (1 Cor. 11th ch.) he 
recognizes the spirit of prayer and 
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prophecy as exercised by woman, in 
public, and also makes such honorable 
mention of the women who labored 
with him in the Gospel, and every- 
where speaks of the oneness of be- 
lievers in Christ, | 

It is evident to my own mind from 
the general tenor of Paul's writings, 
and comparing Scripture with Scrip- 
ture, that at this time, Paul was speak- 
ing of the ungodly, and not Christians. 
As if he had said, let not your women, 
unbaptized, unchristian, seek any pub- 
licity in the Church of Christ, nor 
claim authority over us the Apostles of 
the Lord Jesus, commissioned by Him 
to preach to them the Gospel,—it be- 
comes them to be silent and listen to’ 
us. 

This expression of Paul’s, spoken I 
believe, of irreligious woman, is the 
only Scripture I have ever heard cited 
against woman’s freedom in worship. 
And yet, what power has it obtained 
in the Puritan and Presbyterian Church- 
es—excluding one-half, and perhaps I 
may say three-fourths of the Church 
members from all active participation 
.in social worship. And yet the pastor 
reads to woman the covenant of entire 
consecration, by which she surrenders 
all her powers of body, mind and 
heart, to the service of God and the 
Church, while at the same time he puts 
a seal upon her lips in all the assem- 
blies, where the saints are to be 
edified and the world convinced by the 
power of a living, breathing testimony. 
But I must close, and will refer those 
who need more light and deeper con- 
victions on this subject, to a work of 
Mrs. P. Palmer’s, entitled ‘‘ Promise 
of the Father,” published at the Office 
of the Guide. Also, to a Work of 
Rev. B. F. Tefft, D. D., L. L. D., en- 
titled ‘‘ Methodism Successful.” 


Permit me also, to add the following 
comments: — 

In Psalms lxviii. 11—13, we read 
‘The Lord gave the word: great was 
the company of those that published it. 
Kings of armies did flee’ apace: and 
she that tarried at home divided the 
spoil. Though ye have lain among 
the pots, yet shall ye be as the wings 
of a dove covered with silver, and her 
feathers with yellow gold.” 

Says Adam Clarke, in his comment 
on this passage, | 

‘Of the female preachers there was a 
great host—such is the literal transla- 
tion of this passage—the publication 


of good news, or joyful events belonged 


to the women.” : 
See also his comment on Isaiah xl. 
9, “O Zion, that bringest good ti- 
dings,” or, ‘‘O daughter, that bringest 
good tidings to Zion—the word daugh- 
ter being added to give the true sense of 
the original—the women were exhorted 


by the Prophet to publish the joyful - 


news with a loud voice from eminences, 


where they might be heard all over the — 


country; and the matter and burden 
of their song was to be, ‘* Behold your 


God.” 
Thomas Scott also, in his comment 


on this same text, says, ‘‘O Zion, or, 
the daughter of Zion, the announcer of 
the glad tidings being feminine.” 
Also, in his notes on Psalms Ixviii. 
11—138, he says, ‘*the Lord gave the 
word—he put into their mouths the 
words of praise and thanksgiving, and 
great was the company of those that 
published it—the word rendered pub- 
lished is feminine. The form of the 
verb in the original language showing 
the gender of its nominative.” And, 
Scott adds, ‘‘ the whole of these verses 
are in the future tense, and may be 
considered prophetical.”’ 
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LETTER OF ARCHBISHOP 
LEIGHTON. 


Strn:—Some days ago, I received 
some lines from you and they were very 
welcome; for I know no better news 
can come from any corner of the earth, 
than of a soul attempting to overcome 
the world and its own self, and in any 
degree prevailing and still resolving 
onwards; all the projects and conquests 
of the world are not to be named to it. 
Oh! what a weariness it is to live 
amongst men, and find so few men; 
and amongst Christians, and find so 
few Christians; so much talk and so 
little action; religion turned almost to 
a tune and air of words; and amidst 
all our pretty discourses, ourselves pu- 
sillanimous and base, and so easily 
dragged into the mire, self and flesh, 
and pride and fashion domineering 
while we speak of being in Christ, and 
clothed with Him, and believe it be- 
cause we speak of it so often and so 
confidently. Well, I know you are not 
willing to be thus gulled, and having 
some glimpses of the beauty of holiness, 
aim no lower than perfection, which 


end we hope to attain; and in the| 


meanwhile the smallest advances to- 
- wards it, are of more worth than crowns 
and sceptres. ‘I believe you often think 
of those words of the blessed champion 
‘Paul, 1 Cor. ix: 24. There is a noble 
guest within us. Oh! let all our busi- 
ness be to entertain Him honorably, and 
to live in celestial love within, which 
will make all things without be very 
contemptible in our eyes. I should 
rove on did I not stop myself, it falling 
out well too for that, to be hard upon 
the post hours, ere I thought of writing. 
Therefore, good night is all I add; for 
whatsoever hour it comes to your hand, 


I believe you are as sensible as I, that 
it is still night, but the comfort is, it 


| draws nigh towards that bright morn- 


ing that shall make amends. 
Your weary fellow pilgrim, 
RosBeErtT LEIGHTON. 
Edinburgh, Oct. 24, 1659. 


A PSALM. 


BY REV. D. WILLIAMS, 


In Thee O Lord, are all my springs, 
And thou, my fountain art, 

Thine everlasting depths of love, 
Supply my thirsty heart. 


My spirit pants for holiness— 
Thy holiness, a sea, 
Its breadth, and depth are measureless, 
Its waters are for me. 


For power, my soul aspires aflame, 
Immortal forces wait, | 

‘I gird me with unearthly strength, 
And God doth make me great. 


For riches, burn my soul’s desires, 
And more than golden ores, — 
Invite me to their darkling depths, 

I gather priceless stores. 


Thou openest with mighty hand, 
The promised land to me, 

I wander o’er its hills, and vales, 
Its living founts I see. 


In sleep, or wakefulness I find, 
Upwelling in my soul, 

The crystal waters of thy love, 
They flow at thy control. 


The mountain of thy holiness, 
I hope at last, to see, 

Whose everlasting fountains gush, 
In ceaseless purity. 


My love shall for thy nature thirst, 
And at life’s river brink, 

l’ll dip salvation’s golden cup, 
And of thy fulness drink. 


THERE would be less skepticism if 
men’s hearts were as pure as the evi- 


dences of religion are clear. 
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HOW FAR MAY WE TRUST 
THE LORD? 


For many years I had been a pro- 
fessor of the religion of Jesus Christ, 
and had truly believed: that in his 
hands might safely be trusted all of the 


soul’s interests. To Him I prayed, 


and unto Him rendered thanks. When 
sickness came, and the dark shadow of 
death approached those that were dear- 
est to me, my faith ventured another 
step, and I prayed, not only for the 
salvation of the child, but that it 
might also be restored to health, be- 
yond this I never used to go. The 
wide field of temporalities, where the 
Christian finds his trials, his. defeats, 
or his conquests, to me was practically 
beyond the care of the Almighty. The 
every day business of life I dared to 
transact without praying to Him) for 
success in it, or asking His wisdom to 
guide me. Thus I passed through sev- 
eral years of extensive business trans- 
actions with almost unvaried success, 
and was esteemed rich. A terrible 
financial ¢risis which fell suddenly and 
with crushing force upon every part of 
the country, brought embarrassment 
for me also. My property was not 
lost; my securities had not depreci- 
ated, and my name had not been dis- 
honored; yet I owed money, not in 
large sums, only such amounts as I 
ordinarily could have obtained in an 
hour. The times were very hard; my 


neighbors were begging for loans; still | 
I felt confident that I could obtain 


what I needed from any of several 
quarters. The time for payment came 
nearer, and with it the pressure grew 
harder, and more than all, came that 
universal distrust which made men 
doubt even their own flesh and blood. 


I applied to one after another for tem- 
porary loans, and went away from each 
disappointed. Then I attempted to 
sell property, which at another time 
would have found ready sale at its full 
value, but now it would not sell at any 
price. The money must be paid; a 
business reputation, which had cost 
many years’ labor and many sacrifices, 
was at stake, and to preserve it I was 
willing to give all of the wealth that I 
possessed, but no one of my friends 
could or would help, and no one would 
buy. 

I had but a day left, and went home 
at night witha sad heart. My dear 


wife was devoted and faithful as ever, . 


and when I saw the sweet joy that my 
coming gave her, I thanked God for 
such a wife. My only son came with 
beaming eyes to tell me of his success 
in the school examination, which had 


that day taken place. His joy was_ 


contagious, my heart softened, and I 
thanked God for that child. Then 
little Ellen came, the youngest, so fair, 
so innocent and happy, and climbed up 
into my lap; in her little hands my 
heart became a harp of the sweetest 
melody. Again I thanked God for His 
infinite and His constant love. And 
with the prayer a blessed thought came 
into my mind. You are discouraged 
you have applied to friends for relief; 
you have used all the means in your 
power to obtain it, and have been ev- 
erywhere disappointed. Why not go 
to your Father in Heaven?” 

This seemed to be whispered not into 
the ear but into the heart. It seemed 
to me to be a suggestion from above, 
and I followed it. That night I prayed 
that the Lord would relieve me from 
my embarrassment, and no one who has 
not experienced the same feeling can 
tell what a burden that prayer removed, 
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or how much courage it gave me. 
‘The Lord is my Shepherd,” con- 
stantly came into my head and up to 
my lips for utterance. A sweet and 
refreshing night’s sleep was enjoyed, 
and in the morning I went to my office, 
without money it is true, but with a 
faith and hope that left no place for 


fear, and only patiently waiting for the | 


fulfilment of its desire. Before that 
day had gone, a gentleman to whom I 


had before applied and who had re- 


fused me assistance, called and asked 
what amount of money I required. I 
named the sum, and he sat down and 
made out his check for the amount. 
That day my debts were paid, my 
property was saved, my business repu- 
tation was preserved, and best of all, 
I that day learned to trust the Lord in 
temporal matters, as well as in spiritual 
concerns.— Wesleyan. 


BESET BY GOD. 


“Thou hast beset me behind and before 
and laid thine hand upon me.”’ Ps, cxxxix: 6, 


BY E. L. C. 


Beset by God behind—before— 

No way to turn, no place to flee— 
Why is it Lord, in all thy power 

That thou hast laid thine hand on me! 


I cannot move but thou art near 
To tell me when to rest or do; 
I cannot think, but thou art here 
To search the secret purpose through. 


Nor will of mine, nor strong intent 
Avails against thy stronger hand ; 

In vain the will—the force is spent, 
Thou hast me all in thy command. 


Thy presence. were a fearful shicld— 
_My conscience said in former days ; 

But since thy love has been revealed, 
Thy presence is my song of praise. 


I would not break the solemn bound 
That thus besets me; day and night 

Thy love and faithfulness surround, 
And I am sheltered in thy might. 


THE CHRISTIAN’S BELOVED. 


Now, Christian, I want thee this 
morning to rejoice in this: thou art 
accepted “in the beloved.” Thou 
lookest within, and thou sayest,*‘ There 
is nothing acceptable here!” Man, 
look at Christ, and see if there is not 
everything acceptable there. Thy frame 
depresses thee, but look thou to Jesus 
and hear him cry, “It is finished!” 
Will not that death-note re-assure thee? 
Thy sins trouble thee; but remember 
they were laid upon the scape-goat’s 
head of old, and they no more exist, 
for He cast them into the depth of the 
sea. Whilst thou hast still to bear 
groans, and doubts and fears; to fight 
with corruption, and wrestle with temp- 
tation, thou art still accepted in the 
beloved. Never accepted in thyself; 
never anything but a condemned sinner 
in thyself, never anything but accursed 


both of God and of the law out of 


Jesus. But in Christ never accursed; 
in Christ never condemned ; for he that 
believeth in Him is not condemned, 
and he that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he believeth not in the 
Son of God. | ** Accepted in the be- 
loved !’’ This sentence seems to me to 
be such a mouthful; it is a dainty all 
yourown. Let it lie in your mouth 
like a wafer made with honey. ‘* Ac- 
cepted in the beloved!’’ How I pity 
you who cannot say this. How I re- 
joice with you who can. You have 
troubles, you say: what are your 
troubles? You are accepted in the pe- 
loved. You tell me you have to fight 


| with flesh and blood; what of that, so 


long as you are accepted in the beloved? 
But you are so poor, you say, and you 
have to go home to a miserable meal 
to-day; but then, how rich you are, 
you are accepted in the beloved. The 
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devil is tempting you: never mind, he 
cannot destroy you, for you are accepted 
in the beloved. 

HE HATH MADE US ACCEPTED. 


- Do not you see, beloved, the whole 
way through, it is of God and not of 
man? It was Christ who first put us 
in his Heart to be accepted there. It 
was the Father who put us in His book 
according to the pleasure of his own 
will to be accepted there. It was 
Christ that took us into his Hand, ac- 
cording to his suretyship engagement, 
that we might be accepted there. It 
was Christ that took us into His loins, 
begetting us again into a lively hope 
that we might be accepted there. And 
it is grace that has united us with the 
person of Christ that we may be ac- 
cepted there. You see it is all of God 
from first to last. Jonah learned 
sound divinity when he went into the 
whale’s belly, for he said, * Salvation 
is of the Lord.” And before the 
throne of God in heaven they always 
sing sound theology, for a part of the 
song is, ‘‘ Salvation unto God and unto 
the Lamb.” Not of man, neither by 
man; not of the will of man, nor 
birth; but according to the counsel of 
Him that worketh all things to the 
good pleasure of His will. Sinner! 
does that suit you? You that are in 
Christ in your own experience; does 
that suit you? It ought todoso. If 
you had to put yourself in Christ you 
could not do it. Men and women, if 
God asked anything of you to qualify 
you for Christ, you could not. do it. 
But He asks nothing of you whatever. 
His mercy comes to you, not when you 
have made yourselves alive, but while 
you are yet,dead. It comes to you, not 
merely when you seek it, but it first 
seeks you and makes youseek it. This 
is the good point about it, that it is 


most free. And this Gospel I am sent 
to preach to you this morning :—‘‘ He 
that believeth on the Lord Jesus Christ 
hath everlasting life.” God give thee 
grace to lay hold of it now, or rather 
that it may lay hold of thee. And if 
thou believest in Him, thy eternal life 
is sure, because thou art one in Him, 
and ‘* accepted in the beloved.” 
Spurgeon. 


— 


NEARER. 


We are too far from thee, our Saviour, ' 
Too far from Thee, 
Before our eyes, 
Dark mists arise, 
And yail the glories from the skies; . 
We are too far from Thee. 


We are too far from Thee, our Saviour, 
Too far from Thee. 
Fierce pairs oppress, 
Dark cares distress, 
Made darker by our loneliness ; 
We are too far from Thee. 


We are too far from Thee, our Saviour, 
Too far from Thee. 
Dark waters roll 
Above the soul ; 
Striving to reach the heavenly goal, 
We are too far from Thee. 


We are too far from Thee, our Saviour, 
Too far from Thee. 
Alone, afraid, 
Our path is laid | 
In darkness ; send Thy heavenly aid, 
We are too far from Thee. 


We are too far from Thee, our Saviour, 
Too far from Thee. 
E’en if Thy rod — 
Bring us to God, 
In meekness be thy pathway trod, 
If it but lead to God. 


Draw us more close to Thee, our Saviour, 
More close to Thee ; 
Let come what will 
Of good or ill, 
‘Tis one to us, dear Saviour, knowing still 
Thou drawest us to Thee. 
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HOLINESS. 


CLINGING TO JESUS. 


BY 8. G. 8. 


The past! what volumes lie hid in 
that little word. Sometimes we have 
to look back through clouds so dark ere 
we reach the sunlight that gilded our 
early morn, that we shrink from a task 
so painful. Sometimes the clouds lie 
behind our meridian sun, shading life’s 
early dawn with sorrow. It is only 
when the soul finds its true resting 
place, that the rainbow of promise 
shines-always above our head, and the 
thorns are taken from our path. Well 
do I remember my first great sorrow, 
when awakening from life’s early dream, 
‘I found all earthly props fail—when 
death entered my dwelling—trembling 
I looked to Jesus, and oh! how his 
hitherto neglected word soothed my 
bleeding heart. In that hour of-sor- 
row and contrition, I clung to Him 
alone, crying ‘* Lord be merciful to me 
a sinner.” ‘Time passed on—cares in- 
creased, the world asserted its sway 
over my heart, but I never yielded 
wholly. When almost sinking in the 
vortex, still, though feebly, I clung to 
that dear Saviour. He did not leave 
me to myself—treasure after treasure 
was taken—my fairest flowers removed 
from my fond arms to be transplanted 
to His Heavenly garden. I gave them 
up submissively, but still clung to Him. 
I reached the meridian of life—and 
half a century had borne its burdens 
hitherto—only my precious buds had 
been called for; but I had consecrated 
- my all to Him who had thus far been 
my sun and my shield. I was wholly 
the Lord’s, yet He would further try 
my faith. One after another, He 
asked me for my three eldest born, the 


props of my declining years. Clinging 


-infant child. 


to Jesus still, I said, *‘ Thy will be 
done.” Oh! it is sweet, ’tis blessed 
to cling to Jesus. Have any who read 
this known what it was to have a light 
removed from their dwelling, in the 
person of a beloved and lovely daugh- 
ter, and have all things outwardly been 
shrouded in gloom, earth for a season 
losing every charm? In such an hour 
the soul goes forth from every other 
object and clings to Jesus. He has 
never failed me—no matter how dark 
the cloud, or how crushing the weight 
of affliction and bereavement. His 
loving voice was heard—* It is I—be 
not afraid,” and as the child in her 
early griefs flies to her mother’s arms 
for help and sympathy, so have I fled 
to Him, and though in agony of tears 
it may be, yet He who wept at the tomb 
of Lazarus | 


«¢ Could sweetly soothe, and gently dry 
The throbbing heart—the streaming eye.” 


Truly have these great sorrows been 
sanctified to my soul—bringing me out 
into a large place, where I could enjoy 
that full and present salvation, offered 
to all. Oh! that all who are like 
afflicted might know the joy and peace 
of always clinging to Jesus. 


A TuHovcut.—Leigh 
Hunt says: ‘ Those who have lost an 
infant are never, as it were, without an 
They are the only per- 
sons who in one sense retain it always, 
and they furnish other parents with the 
same idea. The other children grow 
up to manhood and womanhood, and 
suffer all the changes of mortality. 
This ‘alone is rendered an immortal 
child.” 


Wuere real true fortitude dwells, 
loyalty, bounty, friendship and fidelity 
may be found. 
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A HOLY LIFE. 


BY J. R. 


How differently this simple form of 
words is viewed even by those pro- 
fessing the same blessed faith in Christ, 
and united in the same communion. 


To one it is a sour asceticism, a 
gloomy path from which all the sunlight 
of human life and love is excluded, a 
round of forbidding duties prompted 
perhaps by impulse, and miscalled 
“leadings of the Spirit.” These duties 
often consist in harsh reproofs, and in 
frowning down everything even though 
innocent and pleasant, which does not 
harmonize with their own gloomy and 
saddened fancies. Others, taking the 
opposite extreme, locate a holy life 
high up in the regions of imagination. 
It is to them a thing of frames and 
feelings, of dreams and ecstatic visions, 
of freedom so absolute that the common 
duties of Christianity affect them not. 
The heathen vainly hold out their 
hands for the bread of life, the poor cry 
in vain, the slave is not entitled even 
to their prayers. ‘The scanty pittance 
doled out for the support of the minis- 
try at home seems grudgingly bestowed. 
The Sabbath School is neglected, for 
they have not the talent to lead the 
little ones to Jesus, and the Bible class, 
because rest, or class room chit-chat is 
preferred. Alas for the Church which 
numbers many of these patterns of 
holiness. 


A holy life with Christ for the pat- 
tern, and the Bible the revelation— 
this is the ideal, and often the reality 
of every true believer. A pure heart 
is the first requisite. A holy life will 
flow as naturally forth as sweet waters 
from a pure fountain. 


Sturm. 


The stream may be impeded by 
obstacles thrown in, but it will find its 
way; its waters may even be defiled 
for a moment, but the pure currents 
from its fountain head will wash all 
impurities away and it will flow sweet- 
ly on, blessed and a blessing. Thus 
the Christian may falter, but ‘looking 
unto Jesus,” the Great Fountain, he 
shall not fail. A holy life;—in this 
alone is safety, for it alone will lead to 
a holy Heaven. All along the pathway 
hands are stretched out for aid. Come 
and help us is their cry, and with the 


overflowing love of the great Exemplar _ 


it will not be disregarded. What if 
the flesh be weary and the heart faint. 


| Are not body and soul His, ‘whose 


we are and whom we serve?” 


He who rightly comprehends and 
truly lives a holy life may ‘rejoice 
evermore,” for ‘all things. are his.” 
He may love and admire this beautiful 
world, for it was fashioned by His 
hand; and the lost race He died to re- 
deem, how will his heart go out after 
them, bound to the same judgment 
seat. His life is one of toil and labor 
for ‘*Christ himself came not to be 
ministered unto but to minister,” but 
it is one of rich and abundant blessing, 
with the assurance of eternal rest when 
toil is done, for ‘‘ Eye hath not seen 
nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man the things that 
God hath prepared for them that love 
Him.” 


= 


Ir the works are so perfect, how 
glorious must be the -Maker‘of them. 
If the beauty of that which he has 
created is inexpressibly great, infinitely 
greater must be that Being who sur- 
veys all creation at a single glance.— 
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GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


HOME, 


Oh, where shall the soul find her rest and her 
home? 


Whose wings will protect her? How long | 


must she roam ? 
Does not the world offer one city of peace, 
One spot free from sin, where our labors may 
cease ? 
No, No, No, No! Far out of sight, 
Beyond is our Home in the kingdom of Light. 


We'll leave, then, the world in darkness 
behind, 

And re in the light, if our home we e may 
find ; 

The oat New Jerusalem God has prepared, 

His word has been given—His counsel de- 
clared. 

Yes, Yes, Yes, Yes! Yonder must be 

Those mansions made ready for you and 
for me, 


And Jesus our Saviour, our Brother is there— 

No Sin shall oppress us, no Death, Pain, nor 
Care, 

But melodies sweeping from angel harps roll 

A welcome of triumph to each ransomed soul. 

Rest, Rest, Rest, Rest! There we may rest 

Forever with Christ in the home of the blest ! 


For we, who have loved his appearing below, 
’ By faith—then by sight our Redeemer shall 
know. 

In garments of holiness, free from each taint, 

Shall worship before Him the lowliest saint. 

Free, Free, Free, Free! Freed from our sin— 
From fightings without and _ temptations 

within. 


Dear Saviour, our hearts burn within, and 
we long 

To join in the angel’s victorious song 

Hallelujah to Him who hath bought us !— 


| they cry— 
The Lamb who hath loved us, who reigneth 
on high ! | 
Wait, Wait, Wait, Wait! Soon shall we 
hear 


The voice of the Master who bids us appear. 


Then courage, our souls! For the warfare is 


short, 
Our armor is strong, and secure is our Fort; ; 
And when we have triumphed, and each has 
his crown, 


At the feet of the Lord we will cast them 
| down. 

Joy, Joy; Joy, Joy! Safe home at last— 

The battle is over—the peril is past. 


MURMURING AT PROVIDENCE.—It 
is foolish as well as wicked to rebel] 
against the allotments of Providence, 
It is like the eagle beating his breast 
against the iron bars of his cage, until 
he falls down bleeding and exhausted. 
It does no good, but much harm. We 
cannot change our condition by mur- 
muring at it, but we can make ourselves 
and all around us very miserable. God 
knows where we can do most for him, | 
and he puts us in the very place that is 
best for us and for all. It is a hard 
trial—one of the hardest, no doubt— 
for an active and devoted servant of 
Christ to be rendered unfit for work. 
But we are very unwise to murmur 
at it. Those who are deprived of the 
privilege of laboring for Christ may — 
suffer for him, and by their suffering in 
a Christian spirit do more good than 
they could in any other way. 


Wuy CHRIST LEFT NO IMAGE.— 
Four men who loved Christ with a love 
stronger than death, wrote his life, 
but left no hint of his height, com- 
plexion, features, or any point that 
could help the mind to a personal im- 
age. Others wrote long epistles, of 


which he was the Alpha and Omega; 


but his form was as much kept secret 
as the body of Moses, hidden by the 
Almighty in an undiscovered grave. 
The Christian tombs and relics of the 
first centuries show no attempt to make 
an image of Christ. Too deep a sense 
of the divine rested upon the early 
Church to permit any attempt to paint 


the human as it appeared in him. 
Rev. William Arthur. 
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«IT IS THE SAME VOICE.” 


Some years since, while laboring in 
the south-eastern part of Massachu- 
setts, I became acquainted with a 
mother in Israel, whose faith in God 
had such a living reality in it, that I 
often sought an interview with her to 
converse about things pertaining to the 
Christian life. I found her to be a 
woman of rare experience, feasting 
upon the hidden manna. | Her life was 
a living illustration of the power of 
divine grace to comfort the soul, and 
that grace made her ever joyful in 
hope, notwithstanding the severity of 
the trials through which she had been 
called to pass. All who knew her 
regarded her as ‘‘a living epistle of the 
grace of God.” At last the hour of 
trial came when her faith was to be 
tested by the approach of death. Her 
children were gathered around her 
dying bed, with their heart-stricken 
father, to witness the conflict with the 
last enemy. The disease which was 
checking the wheel of life at the foun- 
tain had been watched by her loving, 
afflicted daughters with that emotion 
which dreaded to see the breast on 
which their heads had been so often 
pillowed cease to heave, and to hear it 
said, ‘‘She is gone!” They were too 
deeply affected to speak to each other, 
yet each hoped that the mother would 
speak one word more of comfort before 
her pure spirit took its flight from 
earth, when one of them said to her, 
“Mother!, we think you are dying! 
how do you feel about it?” can you 
speak to us again?’ That mother 
opened her eyes again, and with that 
smile of joy so peculiar to her when in 
health, said, “‘ Mary! do you suppose I 
am afraid to die? I heard the voice of 


Jesus many years ago saying, ‘ Thy 


sins are all forgiven thee.’ That same 
voice I now hear saying, ‘ Fear not, I 
am with you;’ and it is so—the Lord 
is mine, and I am his—I go to meet 
him—yes, it is the same voice.” 

A slight movement of the head was 
the only indication that death had 
touched her with his dark wing, and 
all was still; those children were in- 
deed motherless, but another gem had 
been added to the crown of the Re- 
deemer! 

I have often thought of that death- 
bed scene, and of those words of child- 
like confidence, ‘It is the same 
voice!’ How forcibly the experience 
of this disciple of Jesus illustrates the 
truth of His declaration: ‘* My sheep 
hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me!” 

The dark valley of the shadow of 
death does not intimidate them; they 


follow Him whithersoever he leadeth 


them! How many, alas, fail to distin- 
guish the voice of Jesus from all other 
voices! ‘* Let me die the death of the 
righteous!” is the exclamation of 
many; but how few strive to live the 
life of the righteous ! 

Reader, have you heard the voice of 
Jesus saying, “Thy sins are forgiven 
thee?” If not, do not flatter yourself 
with the delusion that you will hear 
him say at last, ‘‘ Well done, good and 


faithful servant.” 


Every Christian is a bush burning, 
but unconsumed. Each has the flame 
outside and the fuel within; each kept 
from ruin by grace. — 


WE should i live and labor that 


what came to us as seed may go to the 
next generation as blossoms, and what 


came to us as blossoms may go to them 
as fruit. 
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“ONWARD AND UPWARD.” 


BY R. V. A. 


The Christian’s motto is ‘‘ onward 
and upward.” That he sometimes for- 
gets and loses sight of these words, is 
true. Whenhe turns away from the 
cross, wandering into by and forbidden | 
paths, his heart no longer breathes, 
‘‘ Be thou, my helper, O my God,” 
nor does the banner, upon which is 
plainly written this motto, unfurl itself 
before his eyes. Onward, still onward, 
though the clouds darken and the 
storm beat hard against his frail bark ; 
yes, through the deep waters of afflic- 
tion, sorrow’s billows tossing him here 
and there, he must leave all and bid 
his soul onward—upward! He has 
no right to expect a sunny sky and 
gentle breeze; his bark gliding smothly 
and lightly o’er calm waters, for it is 


written, ‘‘ through much tribulation, ye 


enter into the kingdom.” Can he 
meet temptation in all its forms and 
resist? Can he pass through scenes of 
severe trial and shrink not? Can he 
wear the garb of sorrow and faint not? 


Can he endure even unto the end, his | 


motto and life corresponding, ‘* On- 
ward and upward?” Yes, he can do 
all this, not of himself, for he is weak- 
‘ness, but in the strength of his Re- 


deemer, he may do all things. Sitting | 


at the feet of Jesus; clinging to the 
cross; trusting in redeeming love; his 
eye fixed on Calvary; his foot resting 
on the ‘* Rock of Ages,” he may ‘‘ come 
off conqneror and more than conqueror” 
at last. Onward—upward, towards 
the celestial city, whose gates shall 
open at his approach, while the angelic 
host attend him as he still urges his 
Way onward—upward to thé throne 


where Jesus, his ‘Saviour, Brother, 


Friend”. waits to welcome him to his 
rest. If, then, your heart faints ang 
your feet falter, Christian friend, re- 
member your motto which bids you 
hope at last, to rest from your labors 
and “go no more out forever.” A 
crown of glory shall adorn your brow; 
a golden harp be yours, while with all 
heaven you touch the strings and blend 
your voice with theirs, in singing, 
‘‘ Worthy, worthy the lamb for sinners 
slain.” 

Andover, Feb., 1863. 


“THE DISCIPLE AS HIS MASTER,” 


Shall I, a blood-bought sinner, dare, 
Presume to shun my Master’s lot ? 
- Shall I whose guilt he deigned to bear, . 
Let his example be forgot ?: 
What though he trod a thorny path! 
_ What though he met a cold world’s frown! 
_ Enough be this; the servant hath 
His Master’s lot—** No cross, no crown.” 


Christ had his work. His meat and drink 
Were just to do his Father’s will. 

From pain, from toil, he would not shrink, 
But bore the cross unmurmuring still. 

Christ had his work: his work is ours; — 
If in our hearts his spirit glows, 

We bear the cross, we task our powers,— 
We scorn to seek a base repose. 


Christ had his trials; sore they pressed ~ 
Like thorns upon his bleeding brow, 
Though he had gained triumphant rest, 
He wears a blood-stained vesture now. 
Christ had his trials: and shall we, 
Who from his death derive our life, 
Repel the thought like him to be, 
To bleed, to suffer in the strife ? 


Christ has his crown—of duty done— 
Of victory over death and hell; 
Angels before his glorious throne 
In rapturous strains his triumph tell. 
Christ has his crown, and so hast thou, 
If thou his path of struggle tread ; 
His foes and thine to thee shall bow, 
And thou shalt reign with him that bled. 
N. Y, Observer. | 
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THE WAY I WAS LED. 


BY A. D. 


In reviewing the past, it is always 
pleasing to recall our seasons of pros 
perity in our religious experience, but 
we shrink from speaking of our disobe- 
dience and unfaithfulness to the God 
we profess to love. But it sometimes 
becomes a duty, and should even tend 
to increase our humility and Christian 
charity. | 

Some years since, I sought and found 
the pearl of perfect love. For five or 
six years I lived in the land of per- 
petual sunshine, 


4 Fayored with God’s peculiar smile, 
With every blessing blest.” 


But in an evil hour, the enemy, know- 
ing just where to make an attack, be- 
pan secretly to whisper, that I was 
making the way of holiness a little 
narrower in some places than God 
would have it. And if*I would con- 
form to the world a little more in some 
things, which were entirely non-essen- 
tial to Christianity, my Christian influ- 
ence and usefulness would become more 
extensive and effectual ; while all other 
points might be effectually guarded. 
O vain delusion! I listened, and my 
soul was taken captive. Jesus turned 
and looked upon me and said, ‘* Will 
ye also go away?” I replied, Though 
all men forsake thee yet will not I.” 
Ono, I would not leave my Saviour ; 
but only do just a little more as others 
did. But alas, “the gold had” al- 
ready “‘ become dim and the fine gold 
changed.”” I soon became like the 
barren fig tree, healthy and flourishing 
in appearance, but with leaves only; 
having the form of godliness, with 
little or no power. At times I would 
bitterly lament my departure from the 


way of holiness, and made many feeble 
attempts to return ; but found that 


“Sin’s deceitfulness had spread 
A hardness o’er my heart.” 


During this season, I did not enjoy 


one hour of entire justification. I 
think no one can who has in any degtee 
lowered the standard of piety in the 
soul, or enjoys less salvation than at 
any former period, because the Holy 
Spirit will ever whisper, “‘ I have some- 
what against thee.” Iknew I wasa 
backslider in heart, but the enemy sug- 
gested that I should have very little 
trouble as long asI kept the fact as 
closely concealed from the world as 
possible. He knows he shall not only 
succeed in holding his present position, 


but be able to advance, as long as he - 


can persuade us to act on this principle. 
But when my Saviour would say, 
‘Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do 
not the things that I say,” I was speech- 
less. Thus I lived, sometimes advanc- 
ing a little but as often retreating, 
until the beginning of the year 1860, 
when by the blessing of God on the 


‘labors of a faithful and devoted pastor, 


I not only saw, but felt my true posi- 
tion, and the necessity of regaining my 
lost treasure. I grieved to see and feel 
the moral distance between my soul 
and Christ. I must now confess my 
sinful wanderings to the Church and 
the world and humbly crave their for- 
giveness. Through divine grace I was 
strengthened to bear the cross thus far. 
But the enemy, knowing that thousands 
stop just at this point, and that I had 
sometimes done the same, did not as 
yet seem to be greatly alarmed. 


I knew that the victory that over- 


cometh the world was obtained only by. 


faith in Christ, and that faith was ob- 


tained only by works. But wouldI do ~ 
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GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


the works and meet the conditions? 
Would I come out and be separate, 
and perchance stand alone, and seek 
the honor that cometh from God only ? 
Here the conflict commenced. But I 
had laid off my armor and was unable 
to use it effectually. I had no power 
to wield the sword, or grasp firmly the 
shield. The helmet and breastplate 
too were missing. I went to my closet. 
I fell before the throne of my offended 
God. I earnestly implored grace to 
humble myself under his mighty hand. 
For some days my petitions seemed to 
be unheard; but at length the Holy 
Spirit whispered, ‘“‘ Fear not. for I am 
with thee; I will help thee.” I now 
felt that God had forgiven my past 
wanderings, but the foes I had within 
troubled me. How earnestly I cried, 


‘‘Take my poor heart, and let it be 
Forever closed to all but thee ; 

Seal thou my breast, and let me wear 
That pledge of love forever there.” 


But I could not yet ‘count all things 
loss for Christ. Sin had still dominion 
over me. 

In the midst of this conflict with the 
powers of darkness, Jesus presented 
the cross, and asked if I would bear it 
for his sake. If I would be crucified 
with him,—be dead to the world, that 
But such 
was its peculiarly mortifying and hu- 
miliating character, that my whole soul 
and spirit shrunk from the crucifying 
test. In anguish of soul I was almost 
ready to say, ‘*‘ Let thiscup pass;” but 
Jesus said, ‘My grace is sufficient for 
thee; for my strength is made perfect 
in weakness.” I could not think of 
retreating ; I could not remain where I 
was ; my path was distinctly marked, 


but how could I go forward? How 
much I needed, but lacked the faith 


| that instance. 


for the prize. 


‘¢ That bears unmoved the world’s cold “a : 
Nor heeds its scornful smile.” 

In the strength of grace I took up the 
cross and moved forward a little Way, 

but seeing the wind boisterous, I was 
afraid, and my duty was imperfectly 
performed. “Consequently the cross 
still rested on me with increased weight, 
In speaking of my present trials to a 
friend, he replied, ‘* Sister, God wil] 
give you an opportunity to finish your 
work.” [involuntarily replied, fear 
he will.” Yes, it now became my duty 
to seek for an opportunity ;—to seek 
for what I feared to find, if I may so 
speak. But the Lord soon opened the 
way and strengthened me to. do his 
will. I felt no murmuring spirit, but 
almost wondered why such discipline 
was necessary atthattime. But Jesus, 
who was leading me ina way that I 
knew not, said, 
knowest not now, but thou shalt know 
hereafter.” The bitter chastening then 
so grievous has since, I trust, ** yielded 
the peaceable fruits of righteousness.” 
I seem now to understand why my 
heavenly Father dealt thus with me in 
It was like shutting off 
the water from the great wheel that 
carried much of Satan’s machinery. I 
shall ever recall with gratitude, the 
sympathy and assistance I received 
from our pastor, in these days of severe 
trial and temptation; by his timely 
counsels and suggestions, I was strength- 
ened and encouraged to trust alone in 
the promises of God, and press onward 
May God preserve him 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

My hunger and thirst for righteous- 
ness daily increased. My duty was 
plain,—I knew what I must do,—but I 
wanted submission. I was yet clinging 
to the world. I could follow Christ 


“What I do thou 
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under certain circumstances; I could 
follow him as Creator and Sustainer of 
the universe,—as King of kings and 
Lord of lords ;—but to follow him as 
the lowly Nazarene, despised and re- 
jected of men, who made himself of 
no reputation,—yea, to follow him 
wherever he might lead me, not know- 
ing whither, as yet I could not. But I 
constantly prayed, 


«“ To perfect health restore my soul,— | 
To perfect holiness and love.” 


Being at home alone one evening, I 
was blessed with an unusual spirit of 
earnest wrestling prayer for present 
strength to lay all on the altar that 
sanctifies the gift. The conflict was 
severe and somewhat protracted, but 
grace triumphed. Jesus said, ‘I will 
receive you,—be not afraid, only be- 
lieve.” Immediately, faith rested with 
implicit confidence in the promises, and 
with sweet t submiseion I could say, 


‘Just as I love unknown 
Hath broken every barrier down ; 
Now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.” 


There was no ecstatic joy, but a 
sweet heavenly assurance that the work 
was wrought,—the blessing received. 
Through grace, 1 was able to confess 
all the Lord had done forme. From 
that time to the present, I have realized 
a constant progression in the way of 
faith. I have at times been in heavi- 
ness through manifold temptations and 
trials, but Jesus ever says, ‘‘ Be of 
good cheer, I have- overcome the 
world.” Whenever the enemy would 
tempt me to withhold a full confession, 
then is the time for me to bear the 
stronger testimony. I ask no higher 
state of enjoyment than is obtained 
through simple obedience to the divine 
will. And I pray to my heavenly Fa- 


ther, for all the mind of Christ; that I 
may be able to “glorify God in my 


body and in my spirit which are his.” 
Vermont, Feb, 24, 1863. 


A WITNESS FOR JESUS. 
BY HANNAH 8MITH, 
I feel the blood of Jesus still: cleanscth from 
all sin, 
And wish to live his witness and precious 
souls to win; 
To him Iam indebted, owe more than I can 
pay, 


For oh, the blood of Jesus wash’d all my 


stains away ! 


’Tho’ millions wash’d before me in the all- 
eleansing blood, 

I found it efficacious as I plung’d beneath the 
flood ; | 

It had not lost its virtue for power it did 
impart ; | 

Oh, how the blood of Jesus did purify my 
heart ! 


Great numbers since have tried it and found 
it still the same ; | 

Then come, dear child of heaven, with faith 
in Jésus’ name; 

Step out upon the promise, give Christ thy 
heart and hand ; 

Plunge deep into the fountain and rise to 
Beulah’s land. 


Piety, which isa true devotion to 
God, consists in doing all his will, pre- 
cisely at the time, in the situation, and 
under the circumstances in which he 
has placed us.— Fenelon. 


As nothing can be more conducive to 
security, so nothing can better insure a 


| quiet and pleasant life, than to live in- 


nocently, and upon no occasion to 
violate the common covenants of peace 
and propriety. 


THE Goon are not too good to need 
the Gospel; nor are the Bap so bad 
as to have no hope, if they will ac- 


| cept it. 
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GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


HIS BLOOD.” 


«What avails the blood of Christ ?” 

It avails what mountains of good 
works, heaped up by us—what col- 
umns of the incense of prayer, curling 
up from our lips toward heaven, and 
what streams of tears of penitence 
gushing from our eyelids—never could 
avail: ‘The blood of Jesus Christ, 
his Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” 

“* Helps us to cleanse ourselves, per- 
haps ?” 

No, cleanseth us. 

‘‘ Furnishes the motive and obdliga- 
tion for us to cleanse ourselves ?” 

No, it cleanseth us. 

‘‘Cleanseth us from the desire to 
sin?” 

No, cleanseth us from sin itself. 

‘“Cleanseth us from. the sin of tnac- 
tivity in the work of personal improve- 
ment ?” 

from all sin. 

‘‘But did you say the blood does 

Yes, the blood. 

‘‘The doctrine of Christ, you must 
mean 

No, his dlood. 

His example it is ?” 

No, his blood, his blood. 

Oh! what hostility the world still 
betrays toward this essential element. 
of Christianity! Can anything be sta- 
ted more plainly in language than the 
entire word of God declares that our 
redemption from sin is by the blood of 
Christ? And yet what strenuous ef- 
forts are constantly made to set-aside 
this plain, essential, wonderful, and 
- most glorious truth, that ‘the blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ cleanseth us 
from all sin.”’ KRUMMACHER. 


Counser and wisdom achieve more 
and greater exploits than force. 


“SWEET WILL OF GOD.” 


I worship thee, sweet will of God! 
And all thy ways adore ; 

And every-day I live, I long 
To love thee more and more, 


Man’s weakness, waiting upon God, 
Its end can never miss; 

For men on earth no work can do 
More angel-like than this. 


He always wins who sides with God,— 
To him no chance is lost; 

God’s will is sweetest to him, when 
lt triumphs at his cost. 


Ill, that God blesses, is our good, 
And unblest good is ill ; 

And all is right that seems most wrong. 
If it be his dear will ! 


When obstacles and trials seem 
Like prison-walls to be, 

I do the little I can do, 
And leave the rest to thee. 


I have no cares, oh, blessed will! 
For all my cares are thine; 
wl live in triumph, Lord! for thou | 
~ Hast made thy triumphs mine. 


Trust Gop.— Put not your 
trust in princes, nor in the son of man, 
in whom there is no help,” is an old 
precept, well known and easily repeat-— 
ed. One would think that such a pre- 
cept would be accepted at once in times 
of distress. Though we can talk about 
it nobly, and recommend it to others 
when everything goes smoothly with 
us, how prone we are to go to one and 
another for help in seasons of affliction, 
forgetting to look up to the hills whence 
cometh our help. Hence so many pas- 
sages in God’s Word declaring the folly. 
of trusting in man, and directing our 
attention to Him alone who can succor 
in time of need. Hence, too, it is that 
we are so often like the heath in the 
desert, not seeing when good cometh. 
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{HE CHRISTIAN STANDARD. 


BY REV. W. REDDY. 


The term Standard in military par- 
lance, signifies an ensign of war, a staff 
with a flag of colors, to which the 
troops repair as their standard. The 
term is also used to denote a rule or 
measure, established by sovereign pow- 
er or authority by which others are to 
be adjusted. Such are the standards 
of coinage—of weights and measures. 
There are also standards, established 
by authority, of public opinion. or by 
respectable opinions, or by custom or 
general consent; as in literature: in 
the departments of poetry—of language 
—of style of composition—of taste &c. 
And though’ in all these departments 
there is a liability to be misled in fol- 
lowing the standards, because every- 
thing merely human is imperfect, yet it 
is vastly important to have an ac- 
knowledged standard, even with the 
possibility or even certainty of some 
imperfection attaching to it. 


THE GOSPEL STANDARD. 


God has not left us without a stand- 
ard in religion. - That standard is found 
in the gospel, and it embraces in its 
range, doctrines and morals, duties and 
privileges—what is prohibited and what 
is enjoined. This standard embraces 
“all things necessary to salvation; so 
that whatsoever is not found therein, is 
not to be required of any man as an 
article of faith, or be thought requisite 
to salvation.”” (Art. V. Discipline.) 

With this general statement as to 
the Christian standard, we may now 
more especially note some particulars. 

I. In regard to the commission of 
sin. The standard of prohibition here 
is not.’ Total abstinence from 
sin. ‘“T write these things unto you 


— 


that ye sin not.” (1 Jn. ii: 1.) 
‘Awake to righteousness and sin not.” 
(1 Cor. xv.) “Have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness.” 
(Eph. v.) “Now I pray to God that 
ye do no evil.” ‘Abstain from all 
appearance of evil.” (1 Thess. y.) 

II. In regard to consecration. 
This should be entire. “ Present your 
bodies a living sacrifice holy and ac- 
ceptable, which is your reasonable ser- 
vice, and be not conformed to this 
world.” (Rom. xii: 1.2.) ‘ Likewise 
I say unto you except a man forsake 
all that he hath he cannot be my disci- 
ple.” (Luke.) 

III. In regard to the performance of 
duty. ‘‘ He that knoweth to do good 
and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 
‘‘ When ye shall have done all that is 
commanded you say we are unprofita- 
ble servants, we have done that which 
was our duty todo.” (Luke xxii: 10.) 


“** Zacharias and Elizabeth were both 
righteous before God, walking 1m all 


the statutes and commandments of the 
Lord blameless.” (Luke.) 

Of ministertal fidelity. ‘*I kept 
nothing back that was profitable to 
you, but I taught you publicly and 
from house to house.” ‘‘I have not 
shunned to declare unto you* all the 
counsel of God.” ‘* Warning -every 
man and teaching every man in all 
wisdom that I might present every 
man perfect in Christ Jesus.” 

IV. Note the standard in regard to 
Christian privileges. 

1. As to Purity. ‘Having these 
promises, let us cleanse ourselves from 
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit per- 
fecting holiness in the fear of God.” 
“The blood of Jesus cleanseth us from 
all sin.” ‘If the blood of bulls and 


goats and the ashes of an heifer sprink- 


ling the unclean &c., how much more 
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GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


shall the blood of Christ purge your 
conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God” 

2. As to growth and developement. 
“That ye being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to comprehend 
what is the breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height, and to know the 
love of Christ which passeth knowl- 
edge; and that ye might be filled with 
all the fullness of God.” ‘ But speak- 
ing the truth in love may grow up unto 
him inall things.” (Eph. iii: 17-19.) 

8. In regard to prayer. Three 
things are embraced in this item of 
privilege. 

a. Pray about every thing. ‘“‘ Be 
careful for nothing; but in every thing 
by prayer and supplication with thanks- 
giving let your requests be made known 
unto God.” (Phil. iv: 6.) 

b. Pray constantly. ‘* Pray without 
ceasing. (1 Thess. iv: 17.) ‘* Pray- 
os always with all prayer.” (Eph. 

18.) 

c. Assurance of success w hen we 
ask according to God’s will. “If we 
ask anything according to his will He 
heareth us, and we know that we have 
the petitions we desired of Him.” 
(1 Jn: v: 14,15.) “ Whatsoever ye 
shall agk in my name that will I do, 
that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son.” “If ye shall ask anything in 
my name I will do it.” (John xiv: 
13, 14. 

4. As to rejoicing and praise. 
" Rej oice ever more.” ‘In every thing 
give thanks.” (1 Thess. v: 16, 18.) 
‘** Always rejoicing.” (2 Cor. vi: 10. ) 
‘‘ By him let us offer the sacrifice of 
praise to God continually, that is, the 
fruit of our lips, giving meee to his 
name.” (Heb. xiii.) 

5. This gospel will be the standard 
of judgment. ‘*In the day when God 


shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus 
Christ according to my gospel.” (Rom, 
ii: 16.) 

Two things will qualify this judg. 
ment in the light of this standard, 

1. The endowments bestowed.. « It 
is accepted according to what a man 
hath and not according to what he hath 
not.” (2 Cor. viii: 12.) 

2. Theimprovement made. ‘Thou 
hast been faithful over a few things, I 
will make thee ruler over much.” 


REMARKS. 


1. God’s standard is a practicable 
one. He does not require us to aim at 
an impossibility or an impracticability. 
It is not that we are to aim high with 
the expectation and necessity that we 
must fall below our mark; but rather 
we are encouraged to expect to reach 
the standard. 

2. We are not sufficient of our- 
selves to do or think any thing as of 
ourselves. ‘* My grac2z is sufficient for’ 
thee,” says Jesus. Precept and promise 
go hand in hand. Privileges imply 
liberty, and essistance to claim and 
enjoy them. Otherwise they would be 
no privileges.. Assistance therefore is 
coincident with duty and privilege. 


3. We see the duty of ministers— 
to ** lift up a standard for the people.” 
What are ministers for but to “hold 
forth the word of life,” and lift up the 
standard in all the particulars enu- 
merated, and lift it up as high as God 
has placed it? Not lower it to sult 
human weakness, prejudice or caprice. 
Not to let it droop.or frail, in the pres- 
ence of opposing influences and agen- . 
cies. Ministers are sttindard-bearers— 
watchmen to give the “‘ certain sound.” 


4. How precious to have an infalli- 
ble standard, in the midst of human 
speculations and human devices—in 
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the midst of conflicting opinions, and 
a low state of religious interest, with 
tendencies downward in society around 
us. O! to have a divine and an au- 
thenticated standard of doctrine, duty 
_and privilege. This is matter of praise 
and gratitude. ‘‘ Now unto him that 
is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, accord- 
ing to the power that worketh in us, 
to him be glory in the Church by 
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, 
world without end. Amen.” Eph. 


iii: 20, 21. 
Casenovia, Feb. 10, 1863. 


THE BLIND CITY MISSIONARY 
IN CINCINNATI. 


From the twentieth Annual Report 
of Rev. Horace Bushnell, the blind 


eity missionary, sustained by the ladies 
of the Second Church, (Dr. Thomp- 


_ son’s) the Herald and Recorder ex- 


» tracts the following incidents :— 


Leaving the omnibus one ‘day, and 
feeling for the side-walk with my staff, 
woman’s voice inquired, Are you 
blind, sir?’ ‘‘ Quite blind.” ‘* Well, 
here’s the side-walk; but can you 
guess where you are?” ‘* Yes, at 
the corner of and streets.”’ 
“Well, you are good at guessing ; but 
can you tell me why God has deprived 
you, a holy man, of sight, and left me, 
a drunken sinner, with my eyes?” 
“Even so, Father, for so it seemed 
good in thy sight.” ‘* Yes, he may 
be your Father, but he is not mine.” 
“Have we not all one Father? Hath 
not one God created us all?” ‘One 
God created us, but I am now an ene- 
my and not a child.” ‘* It may be so, 


yet through the blood of Jesus they 
who were sometime alienated, and ene- 
mies through wicked works, become 


fire is not quenched.” 


came to save sinners.” 


reconciled to God.” ‘It may be you 
would be offended if I offered to lead 
you over this rough place?” Now Si- 
mon, the Pharisee, said silently in my 
heart, if this man were of God, he 
would know what manner of woman 
that is that toucheth him, for she isa 
sinner; but the scene of Bethany was 
present, and I said, **I will not be of- 
fended; take my arm.” She did so, 
saying, ‘Thank God! thank God!’ 
‘For what?” ‘ That I may guide the 
feet of oge of his servants, for I am 
not fit to touch the hem of his gar- 
ment. I hada brother once, and he 
was a minister of God, like you.” She 


was weeping. The hearse passed be- 


fore us. She said, ** You can’t see 
that?’ ‘No, what is it?” ‘* That is 
the pauper’s carriage. Even we drunk- 
en paupers ride home in that, when 
life ends.” ‘Io whathome?” ‘ The 
grave.” ‘Is the grave a sinner’s 
home?” “Would to God it were ; 
then I would have hope of rest, at 
least.” Have youno hope?’ ‘No 
hope! Their worm dieth not, and their 
‘But you 
Why should I hope?’ 
‘*¢ But 1 have abused 
his goodness.” ‘*God is merciful !” 
‘‘T have despised his mercy.’’ But 
God is love!” For ashort time she 
was silent, and then resumed: ‘‘ How 
can sucha sinner as I have hope?” 
‘Tt is a faithful saying that Jesus Christ 
But lama 
great sinner.” ‘His blood cleanseth 
us from all sin.” ‘I’m a lost sinner !” 
« But he can save to the uttermost all 
that come to God by him. Now, go 
and put this trembling hand into the 
hand. of Jesus. At his feet confess 
your sins and ask for mercy, and you 
shall obtain it.” She wept aloud, and 
with a voice of agony exclaimed, 


should hope.” 
is good !” 
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HOLINESS. 


«Oh! that I knew where I could find 
him. I would kneel at his feet and 
wash them with my tears, and never 
leave the place till the paupers’ carriage 
came to bear me to the grave.” 


Here I parted with the despairing 
stranger, whom I had never met before; 
but recently, when passing an unfre- 
quented street, that same voice called, 
‘© God bless you, sir! God bless you! 
Let me help you over this broken way, 
for Ihave found him.” Found whom?” 
“He that can save to the &ttermost ; 
and blessed be his holy name, for his 
blood cleanseth us from all sin.” | 


One day while addressing a class of 
small girls on the condescension of 
Jesus, the whole group seemed affected. 
The smallest of the number led me to 
the door. Her little hand trembled, 
and her whole frame shook with emo- 
tion. At parting I inquired, ‘*‘ M——, 
do you love the Lord Jesus?’’ Burst- 
ing into tears she cried *‘No!. No! 
My heart is so wicked, it won’t love 
him at all. Do pray for me.” A few 
kind words were addressed to the griev- 
ing child; and on my next visit she 
again guided me to the door. She was 
calm now, and I inquired. ‘* Well; 
M , have you found Jesus yet?” 
‘**T guess Jesus has found me, was the 
reply, “for it is easy to love him 
now.” 


Incidents occur, not less interesting 
than the above, but less fraught with 
hope. Duty had called me a few miles 
from town; and returning I met an 
aged acquaintance, long known as a 
confirmed infidel, when the following 
conversation ensued: ‘* Well, my poor 
old friend, how are you ?” 
enough; poor, old and almost blind ; 
no one loves me, every one tries to rob 
me, and soon I shall die, and that will 


honest, 


Oh, bad 


be the end. How do you find your. 
self?’ ‘‘ Oh, poor and old and quite 
blind, but if everybody don’t love me, 
I am quite certain that I love every- 
body. I shall soon die and then really 
begin to live. This makes me happy.” 
you have property.” Not so 
much as you have.” ‘‘ Well, you have 
kind friends.” better friends 
than you possess.” friends! Not 
one! This world isa miserable place.” 
‘You are mistaken; God is your 
friend, Christ is your friend, and you 
dare not look me in the face, and eall © 


| to mind the past, and say that I am not 


your friend.” ‘ Yes; you have been 
truthful, and kind to me.” 
‘Well, honestly, truthfully, and kind- 
ly; I tell you now that God loves you 
and gave his only Son tg die for your 
salvation. Your misery is the result of 
your sin. God has smiled upon you in 
childhood, youth, and even now in age 
he entreats you to be happy. You are 
not an infidel, after all you know there 
is a God.” ‘Perhaps there is.” 
‘* You know there is a heaven, for you 
can remember when in faith and love 
you clasped your parent’s neck and 
was happy. You know there is a 
hell; you feel it in your own bosom. 
You feel the pain of hunger and God 
has provided food ; you feel the need of 
pardon, and of grace to help you, and 
God has. provided both, in Jesus Christ. 
At the end of your journey your soul 
needs rest, and God has provided it in 
heaven.” The old man wept likea — 
child, and said, ‘¢ Will you pray for 
me?” *On one condition I will pray 
for you.” ‘ What is the condition?” 


“That you shall now confess your sins 
to God and pray for yourself.” The ~ 
old man promised, and we parted, per- 
haps to meet next on the other side of 


kg the dark river.” 
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THE LINE OF DEMARKATION 


BETWEEN THE HIGHER RELIG- 
IOUS LIFE AND FANATICISM. 


BY REY. J. F. CRAWFORD, 


In our last we aimed to show what 
were the characteristics of the higher 
and lower religious life, and how they 
‘diffeted from each other. We come now 
to show the points of experience where 
fanaticism is most likely to show itself. 


Ist. On the doctrine of the witness 
of the Spirit. ‘‘ The Spirit itself bear- 
eth witness with our spirit that we are 
the children of God.” This is true in 
every degree of grace to which we at- 
tain, as when we are justified, the Spirit 
bears witness with our spirit that all 
our sins are pardoned, so when we are 
entirely sanctified, the Spirit beareth 
witness to that also. Therefore, ‘‘ we 
have not received the spirit that is of 
the world, but the Spirit which is of 
God, that we may know the things that 
are freely given us of God.” Entire 
sanctification is one of the things that 
is freely given us of God, and we see 
no reason why this should not be in- 
cluded when the apostle says that we 
receive the Spirit for this very end, that 
we may know the things that are freely 
_ given us of God. “We see then that 
we should look as much for the witness! 
of the Spirit to our entire sanctification 
as to our justification. 

The exhibition of fanaticism on this 
point, is to look for and receive a wit- 
ness that we shall never again fall into 
sin, but are so far saved as to be be- 


yond all liability of losing our accept-. 


ance with God ;‘or, to receive a witness 
that we have arisen to a point where 
there is little or no need of prayer, 
Where the ordinances of God’s house 
are of no value to us, and therefore not 


essential to be attended, where study 
and reflection are little needed, for God 
explains his own Word, where others 
can tell us nothing new about the 
Word, having known it already by the 
direct teaching of the Divine Spirit. 


2d. He who becomes deluded that he 
shall never fall, will soon find himself 
in the bonds of iniquity; he who 
thinks he has no need of the ordinances 
of God’s house, will soon find himself 
like Samson shorn of his locks, weak 
as other men; he who neglects the 
study of the Word of God, and turns 
away from the ministry of the Word, 
and from the instructions of good and 
holy men, will soon find himself either 
in the wildest fanaticism, or else walk- 
ing in the low, dark pathway of the 
backslider in heart, if not in life. 


38d. Another point on which many 
run wild, is on the leading of the 
Spirit. ‘*As many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of 
God.” This is a most glorious doctrine 
of the Bible, and full of encouragement 
to every believer, that through the 
mazes and gins of life he may be led 
by the Lord, and guided by the unerr- 
ing Spirit of God. 
fanaticism on this point is, that we 


must do nothing unless led by the 


Spirit of God esptcially. Thus some 


will have special impressions to confess 


Christ, exhort sinners, labor for the 
salvation of souls, &c. In following 
these special leadings, they meet with 
great success ; then comes the tempter 
to persuade them not to speak, exhort, 
pray, &c., unless they have some spe- 
cial leading so to do, then he will point 
them to the very marked usefulness 
which characterized their efforts when 
they were thus specially led. The doc- 
trine of the leading of the Spirit is 
blessed to every true believer, and to it 
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he will cling while in the light of sal- 


4 vation, and when he loses the light he 


will deplore the loss of that leading 
which ever was with him while in the 
light. 

But that Spirit will always lead him 
in accordance with the Word of God, 
for the same God that gave us the 
Word, gives us also the Spirit, and as 
God cannot lie, so the Spirit and the 
Word cannot contradict. The same 
God that hath given us the Word, and 
gives us the Spirit, hath also given us 
reason and judgment; the office of these 
is to decide whether our impressions 
are in accordance with, or contrary to, 
the Word of God, as well as to lead us 
by the Word and the testimony when 
we have.no special impressions from 
the Spirit of God. Where any of 
these, the Word, the Spirit, reason or 
judgment is ignored, there can be noth- 
ing but the worst of results expected ; 
all our impressions, our reason, and 


judgment, are to be in subordination 
to the Word of God. 


It is our duty, therefore, to pray, ex- 
hort, confess Christ, labor for the sal- 
vation of souls, whether we have any 


special impressions or not, for God has 


enjoined all these in his holy Word; 
therefore if we have no special impres- 
sions, they should be faithfully done at 
all times, and especially when. im- 
pressed to do so, for then God designs 
to accomplish something through you, 
which, perhaps, could not be accom- 
plished by the ordinary means, or by 
others. While, then, we hold to the 
leading of the Spirit, let us at the 
same time hold to these equalizing and 
balancing influences, that shall ever 
keep us steady in the highway of holi- 
ness, clothed with power from on high. 


Northern Christian Advocate. 


‘© Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth.” 
LINES TO MY FRIEND, 8. J. J. 
BY P. P. DALEY. 


In after years—when the grass grows 
Above my breast, you'll think of me 
My Friend. You will remember then 
The lesson which my life hath taught— 
That those our Father lovest well | 
He chasteneth—yet giveth grace 
To such as willingly receive 
‘These tokens of a Father’s love 
With humble gratitude of heart. 
You will then sing a song of praise 
To Him, who doeth all things well— 
That he did plant so many thorns 
Upon my pathway—lest that I 
Might linger o’er the joys of time— 
Which I might chance along life’s road 
To meet. Then should you ever hear 
One speak in pity of—what seems 
To them—so hard a fate as mine,-— 
Tell them to cease regrets for me. 
Tell them that God but dried the streams 
Of earthly joys, that I might turn 
Me, to the fountains of pure bliss, 
Which otherwise—I sure would miss. 
You will remember then—my friend 
That thus in me was fully wrought 
A more than willingness to die ; 
That as the thorns pressed through my flesh ~ 
My heart did yearn, ah! yearn to die 3} 
Yet sought to wait till God’s own time; 
And then rejoicing took its leave 
Of Earth ;—like some poor pining bird 
Uncaged—seeks its native air. 
Milan, Ohio. 
> 
WeEstEY ON CHRISTIAN PERFEC- 
TIoN.—‘‘ Pure love reigning alone in 


the heart and life—this is the whole of 


Christian perfection. Scripture 
perfection is pure love filling the heart 
and governing all the words and ac- 
tions. . . . In one view, it is purity of 
intention dedicating all'the life to God. 
Both my brother (Charles Wesley) and 
I maintain that Christian perfection is 
that love of God and our neighbor 
which implies deliverance from all sin.” 
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HOLINESS TO THE LORD; 
OR, A MINISTER'S EXPERIENCE. 


William Hill, whose experience is 
described in the following letter, was 
pastor of the Second Presbyterian 
Church of Newburg, New York. He 
was a faithful man of God while he 
lived, and triumphant in his death. 


“Tt is sweet to feel that we are wholly 
the Lord’s, that he has received us, and 
calls us his. This is religion—a re- 
linquishment of the principle of self- 
ownership, and the adoption in full of 
the abiding sentiment, ‘I am not my 
own, I am bought withaprice.’ Since 
I last saw you, I have been pressing 
forward, and yet there has been nothing 
remarkable in my experience of which 
I can speak: indeed, I do not know as 
it is is best to look for remarkable 
things; but strive to be*holy, as God 
is holy, pressing right on toward the 
mark of the prize. | 


T do not feel myself qualified to in- 
struct you; I can only tell the way in 
which I was led. The Lord deals dif- 
ferently with different souls, and we 
ought not to attempt to copy the experi- 
ence of others; yet there are certain 
things which will be attended to by 


every one who is seeking after a clean. 


heart. 

There must be a personal consecra- 
tion of all to God—a covenant made 
with God, that we will be wholly and 
forever his. This I made intellectu- 
ally without waiting for a change in my 
feelings, with a heart full of hardness 
and darkness, unbelief and sin, and in- 
sensibility. 

I covenanted to, be the Lord's, and 
laid all upon the altar as a living sacri- 
fice, to the best of my ability. 

And after I arose from my knees; I 


was conscions of no change in my feel- 
ings. Iwas painfully conscious that 
there was no change. But yet I was 
sure that I did, with all the sincerity 
and honesty of purpose of which I was 
capable, make an entire and eternal 
consecration of myself to God. I did 
not then consider the work as done by 
any means; but I engaged to abide in 
a state of entire devotion to God—a 
living, perpetual sacrifice. And now 
came the effort to do this. 


I must also believe that God did ac- 
cept me, and dwell in me and become 
my Father. I was conscious I did not 
believe this, and yet I desired to do so. 
I read with much prayer John’s first 
epistle, and endeavored to assure my 


heart of God’s love to me as an indi-. 


vidual. I was sensible that my heart 
was full of evil. I seemed to have no 
power to overcome pride or to repel 
evil thoughts, which I abhorred. « Christ 
was manifested to destroy the works of 
the devil, and it appeared that the sin 
in my heart was the work of the devil. 
I was enabled to believe that God was 
working in me to will and to do, while 
I was working out my own salvation 
with fear and trembling. 


I was convinced of unbelief, and that 
it was voluntary and criminal. I clearly 
saw that unbelief was an awful sin— 
it made the faithful God a liar. 
Lord brought before me my besetting 


sins, Which had dominion over me, es- | 


pecially preaching myself and indulging 
self-complacent thgughts after preach- 
ing. I was enabled to make myself of 
no reputation, and to seek the honor 
which cometh from God only. Satan 


struggled hard to beat me back from 


the Rock of Ages, but, thanks to God, 
I finally hit upon the method of living 
by the moment, and then I found rest. 
I trusted in the blood of Christ already 
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shed, as a sufficient atonement for all 
my past sins, and the future I commit- 
ted wholly to the Lord, agreeing to do 
his will, under all circumstances, as he 
should make it known, and all I had to 
do was to look to Jesus for a present 
moment. 

I felt shut up to a momentary de- 
pendence upon the grace of Christ. I 
would not permit the adversary to 
trouble me about the past or future, 
for I would each moment look for the 
supplies at that moment. I agreed I 
would be a child of Abraham and walk 
by naked faith in the Word of God, 
and not by inward feelings and emo- 
tions—I would seek to be a Bible min- 
ister. 


Since that time the Lord has given 


me a steady victory over sins which be- 
I delight in the 


fore enslaved me. 
Lord and in his Word. I delight in 
my work as a minister; my fellow- 


ship is with the Father and with his | 


Son, Jesus Christ. I am a babe in 
Christ. I know my attainments are 
small compared with those made by 
many. My feelings vary, but when I 
have feelings, I praise God and I trust 
in his Word, and whenI am empty 
and my feelings are gone, I do the 
same.. I have..covenanted to walk by 
faith and not by feeling.”’ 


A TENDER conscience is an inesti- 
mable blessing; that is, a conscience 
not only quick to discern what is evil, 
but instantly to shun it, as the eye-lid 
closes itself against a mote. 


To obey the law as a covenant, is a 
work of sad and fruitless misery. It is 
like a clock undertaking to keep time 
without a main-spring. The main- 
spring is a new heart, and this the law 
cannot give. 


| 


first.” 


AT THE LAST, 


Man gocth forth unto his work and to his 
labor until the evening.—Psalm civ: 23. 


The stream is calmest when it nears the tide, 
And flowers are sweetest at the eventide, 
And birds most musical at close of day, 
And saints divinest when they pass away, 


Morning is lovely, but a holier charm 


| Lies folded close in evening’s robe of balm; 


And weary man must ever love her best, 
For morning calls to toil, but night to rest. 


She comes from heaven, and on her wings 
doth bear 

A holy fragrance, like the breath of prayer ; 

Footsteps of angels follow in her trace, 

To shut the weary eyes of day in peace. 


All things arey‘hushed before her, as she throws 
O’er earth and sky her mantle of repose ; 
There is a calm, a besuty, and a power 

That morning knows not, in the evening hour, 


‘Until the evening” we must weep and toil, 
Plow life’s stern furrow, dig the weary soil, 
Tread with sad feet our rough and thorny way, 
And bear the heat and burden of the day. 


O! when our sun is setting, may we glide, 
Like summer evening down the golden tide ; 
And leave behind us, as we pass away, 


Sweet starry twilight round our sleeping clay, 


An Otp Scorcn CHRISTIAN’s 
CHEER.—The excellent Mr. Finley, of 
Edinburgh, spoke habitually of death 
as only a step which would take him 
into his Father’s house. His conver- 
sation was truly in heaven. In one of 
his many errands of mercy, he called 
on a young girl sinking in a decline. 
Looking on her wan face, he took her 
hand, and said with a smile: 
my dear, you're afore me. You're only 
19, an’ you're almost across the river ; 
a step or twa’ mair, an’ ye’ll stand on 
the ither side. I’m almost 70, an’ may 
be I'll hae some hard steps afore I can 
hear its ripple. O, lassie, this is @ 
sweet day for you. Ye'll get hame 


Weel, 
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THE FOUNTAIN-HEAD. 


“You come to the fountain-head, 
I see ?” 

“Yes, Sir; the water is clearer 
here.” 

I admired the wisdom of the woman 
who gave me this answer. . Her lowly 
cottage stood by the road-side, and, 
within a few feet of the threshold, ran a 
tiny stream of water. She was just 
leaving the door when I approached, 
carrying in her hand an empty pail. 
Walking beside the rivulet for some 
distance, she at length stooped down, 
and dipped her pail in the water. I 
came up just then, and saw that the 
spring was there. At that spot the 
bright water welled from the earth, 
and passing away in a little stream, 
was lost in the fields beyond. The 
woman to whom I had spoken had 
come to the fountain for water. A few 
moments sufficed to make the observa- 
tion above, and hear her reply. A 
little was said about the ‘living water” 
that Christ imparts, and I walked on 
meditating. Yes, the woman mani- 
fested wisdom in going for water to the 
fountain-head. She might take the 
water freely there. Just below, the 
stream ran into Squire Somebody’s 
meadow, and the gate was locked 
against trespassers. But at the road- 
side spring, none could lawfully hinder 
her ; and the water there was to be had 
pure. I noticed that, below, it ran in 
4 ditch, and in passing among the 
_Weeds,-it became discolored. It was 
to be had pure and bright only at the 
fountain. And the water was there in 
the greatest abundance. It had scooped 
out for itself a deep cistern, and the 
overflowing of this formed the little 
stream below. The woman, therefore, 


did well to go at once to the fountain 
for water. 
There was something to be learnt 
from all this. It discovered to me at 
once the secret of the power which 
some: men possess. It is not brilliant 
gifts or extensive knowledge which 
render them so successful in the work 
of God, but an undefinable something 
which attends their efforts, and brings 
to decision the souls they try to save. 
Mr. is a case in point. I formerly 
sat under his ministry. I have heard 
better preachers, but few so powerful. 
There was a present power in his 
words, which sent them direct to the 
heart. In Mr. , I see another who 
is possessed of this gift. He is a Class- 
Leader, and a successful one. The 


growth of his members in holiness is 


manifest to all, and his classes con- 
tinually increase in numbers. There is 
nothing peculiar in his mental formation 
to explain this. We can only say, he 
has power. Mr. , the Sunday-school 
teacher, is a man of the same stamp. 
He is not peculiarly gifted, nor does he 
seem specially adapted for teaching. 
Yet one-half of the children in his 
class have been brought to God through 
his instrumentality. 


We all know such men, and are 


ready to envy them. We say, ‘‘Give | 


us also this power.” But they can not 
communicate it. 
differ from their brethren? How have 
they obtained this priceless blessing,— 
this gift of power? It must be, that in 
seeking it, they have gone to the 
Fountain-head. This is their grand 
secret. ‘* Ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you.” They have waited for, and ob- 
tained, the baptism of the Holy Ghost. 
I am conscious of a hungering after 


spiritual knowledge. A vast ocean has 


‘What makes them to 
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seemed to be before me, and around; 
but all unfathomed and unknown. How 
circumscribed is my knowledge of my- 
self, of the spirit-world; and, above 
all, of God! My knowledge is small, 
my ignorance great. And my prayer 
has been, ‘‘ Lord, that I might receive 
my sight!” I have yearned for a 
deeper insight into the things of God. 
To comprehend with all saints what 
is the breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height ;’—-what can this mean? 
him that glorieth glory in this, 
that he understandeth and knoweth 
Me:’—can this be possible? From 
whence shall I look for this coveted 
knowledge? Whence shall I find the 
pearl of true wisdom? ‘‘ How can I, 
except some man should guide me?” 
These have been my thoughts. But 
while I asked, I received the answer. 
It was this: ‘“‘Go to the Fountain- 
head. ‘ God is light.’ ‘If any of you 
lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally, and up- 
braideth not.’ 


I knew a Christian man who woke 
up awhile ago to the necessity of living 
entirely sanctified to God. He saw 
this to be desirable above all things 
else; but he knew full well, that 
against this one principle, a thousand 
others were in active opposition. It 
seemed plain, that unless he had power- 
ful aid, separate from the purpose of 
his own mind, the desire for holiness 
would die away; his view of its im- 
portance would grow dim; and, in a 
while, he would again be carried away 
by the stream of worldliness. He 
wanted a helping influence to sustain 
his purpose till it became supreme. 
Such aid was needed only for a time; 
but, for that time, was absolutely 
- necessary. Like the train on the rail- 
way, which needs a power to move it, 


but afterwards will proceed by the force 
of its own motion,—so needed he 
power to continue in pursuit of holj- 
ness, till his soul, of ‘its own accord, 
would run after it. He knew that “ag 
soon as the mind is under the power 
of a predominant tendency, the diff. 
culty of growing into the maturity of 
that form of character, which this ten- 
dency promotes or creates, is substan- 
tially over.”* The question then was, 
‘¢From whence shall I obtain this 
moving, supporting influence?” The 
constant companionship of holy men, 
in whose hearts the principle had 
become established, would suffice ; but 
such persons were not at hand. A 
continued perusal of such books as tend 
to stimulate desire for holiness, might 
have been effectual; but his attention 
could not be so exclusively devoted. 
He sought therefore, for another stimu- 
lus, one near at hand, and suited to his 
case. But he sought in vain, till he 
fell into this train of thinking: ‘‘ Why 
may I not go to the Fountain-head? 
Why not, by constant communion with 
the Source of all holiness, gain in- 
creasing love for it, and an _ intenser 
ardor in its pursuit?’ ‘Thus the ne- 
cessities of his case were met. To the 
question, ‘‘ How shall I, in the midst 
of unholy influences, maintain a steady 
pursuit of it?” the answer was ob- — 
tained: ‘*Go to the Fountain-head, 
and by personal fellowship with Him 
whose Name is holy, secure at once, 
grace to seek, and ability to attain it.” 


God’s ear is open to the cries of His 
children. They may, through Jesus, 
enter at once into His presence. ‘‘ Let 
us, therefore, come boldly to the throne 
of grace, that we may obtain mercy; 
and find grace to help in time of 
need.” 
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HOW SHALL I GROW IN LOVE? 


Do you still ask, “ How shall I grow 
‘in love?” Does your soul yearn to 
love God and man with the fulness of a 
sanctified affection? Attend to a few 
simple particulars : 

First. Give your soul to earnest 
prayer that the Lord and his Christ will 
reveal himself to you as ‘‘the chiefest 
among ten thousand and the one alto- 
gether lovely ;” that he will show him- 
self to your faith in all his transcendent 
excellency, radiant with the glories of 
his own infinite goodness; that he will 
open your spiritual eyes to see him full 
of long-suffering and loving-kindness. 
And do not be sparing of your prayers. 
Let them rise morning, noon and even- 
ing, or, as David did, seven times in 
the day. Let them be burning, like a 
fire of holy incense, diffusing light and 
heat as well as odors. And let them 
be specific for the one petition, an 
increase of love. 

Second. Meditate constantly and 
systematically on the Divine goodness 
as displayed toward this world, more 
particularly as shown in the salvation 


of men, and most especially as mani- | 


fested in your own personal regenera- 
tion. You must think on God, and 
his infinitude of excellences, but es- 
pecially of his more than far-seeing 
care for you. Do as did Isaac, go into 
the fields or some solitude to meditate 
on God—not on his works so much as 
on him; on his special providences in 
your behalf; and on his abounding 
love manifested in a the gift of Christ to 
fallen man. 

Third. Read your Bible. both to 
find food for Christian meditation and 
for encouragement and arguments in 
your prayers. 
passages of the Word which tell of the 


Mark those glorious 


infinite glory of Jehovah, his greatness, 
power, loye and kindness, and learn 
them by heart, so as to have them at 
hand at all times. Particularly, read 
the Psalms, and apply them to your 
own case. 
cally, devoutly, with faith. And the 
Hymn-Booksis a most desirable in- 
centive to loving God. These Hymns, 


written by Charles and John Wesley, 


on the love of God and Christ, are 
without controversy, the best on earth. 


Many af them are fit to be sung in ~ 


heaven itself. Our Church can hardly 
sing some of them, so exalted in senti- 


ment are they. But that fact is one 


great reason why they should be read 
and prayed over till we can sing them 
with the spirit and with the under- 
standing also. Our people do not 
often rise in their devotions high 
enough to see even the foot of that 
glorious ‘‘mount of song’ on which 
the Wesleys stood almost like angels 
in the sun, when they chanted 


‘‘ Thou hidden love of God, whose hight, 
Whose depth, unfathomed, no one knows; 
I see from far thy beauteous light ; 
Inly I sigh for thy repose ; 
My heart is pained, nor can it be 
At rest till it find rest in thee.” 


Read that whole hymn, and see if it 
does not make your heart thrill with 
warmer pulsations of a strong desire for 
a fervent, a burning love for your 
Maker. Read—and sing it, or at least 
try to sing, that most blessed, that 
divinest hymn of all earth’s literature— 
the hymn which Dr. Isaac Watts de- 
clared worth more than all the hymns 
he himself had ever written—a hymn 
which many of our preachers, to theit 
confusion be it said, never give out, 
called ‘“‘ Wrestling Jacob,” beginning 


‘«‘ Yield to me now, for I am weak, 
But confident in self-despair; 


Do this daily, systemati-— 
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Speak to my heart, in blessings speak, 
Be conquered by my instant prayer ; 
Speak, or thou never hence shalt move, | 

And tell me if thy name be Love.” 


Such sentiments can only be under- 
stood and felt by long and earnest 
praying, thinking, and practicing. But 
these will bring you up to the work 
and the enjoyment. 

But how can you love your fellow- 
men more and more? Evidently by 
getting filled with the love of God, 
and then by doing them good continu- 
ally. Love is among the active powers, 
and in order to make it grow it must 
be exercised. It will shrivel and die 
if not made to work. Let it speak 
from your tongue, beam from your eye, 
move in your hand. Make yourself 
alive with it; and you shall love God 
and your race more and more daily. 

Western Christian Advocate. 


THe Sovr’s Briossomincs.— The 
sunlight makes the violet blossom. 
No surgeon’s instrument can make 
flowers blossom, and no hammer can 
drive them forth. But the sweet, per- 
suading sun can call them out. A seed 
is planted. The sun looks and kisses 
the place again, and a green plant ap- 
pears above the ground! It looks once 
more, and kisses the place once more, 
and a beautiful white blossom unfolds 
itself ! 

And thus it is with the soul. No 
logic can pry out these devout aspira- 
tions. No philosophy -can drive them 
forth. But let God’s sweet, persuading 
soul rest upon ours awhile, and they 
come up and blossom. Thé’soul is in 
the garden of the Lord. 


— 


THE voice of nature speaks with a 
divine wisdom when we take God’s 
word to interpret its language. 


UNDER THE CROSS. 


I can not, can not say— 
Out of my bruised and breaking heats 
Storm-driven along a thorn-set way, 

While blood-drops start 
From every pore, as I drag on— 

«Thy will, oh God, be done !” 


I thought but yesterday, 

My will was one with God’s dear will ; 

And that it would be sweet to say— 
Whatever ill 

My happy state should smile upon, 
‘Thy will, my God, be done !” 


But I was weak and wrong, 
But weak of soul and wrong of heart; 
And pride in me alone was strong, 
With cunning art, 
To cheat me in the golden sun, 
To say ‘* God’s will be done !” 


O shadow, dear and cold, 

That frights me out of foolish pride ; 

O flood, that through my bosom rolled 
Its billowy tide,— 

I said, till ye your power bill known, 
‘*‘ God’s will, not mine, be done!” 


Now, faint, and sore afraid 
Under my cross, heavy and rude— 
My idol is in the ashes laid, 

Like ashes strewed, 
Thy holy words my pale lips shun— 

‘*Q God, thy will be done!” 


Pity my woes, O God! 
And touch my will with thy warm breath ; 
Put in my trembling hand thy rod, 
That quickens death, 
‘That-my dead faith may feel thy sun, 
And say, ‘ Thy will be done!” 
Poems of Sorrow and Comfort. 


Payson, on his dying bed, said to 
his daughter, “‘ You will avoid much 
pain and anxiety, if you will learnt 
trust all your concerns in God’s hands. 
‘Cast all your cares on him, for he 
careth for you.’ But if you merely g° 
and say that you cast your care upon 
him, you will come away with the load 
on your shoulders. 
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TO ONE “ PANTING FOR LIGHT.” 


Saf Francisco, Feb. 3d, 1863. 


The communication from U. E. T., 
in the Dec. No..of the Guide, did not 
meet my eye until last Sunday evening. 
I felt my heart drawn out in sympathy 
for the author of ‘‘ panting for light,” 
and told the Lord that if he would put 
upon me the honor of bearing a word 
in season to this one, ready to perish, I 
was ready to do his errand. - Perhaps 
before this, U. E. T. has found the 
kingdom of heaven; if so, there are 
doubtless many who yet are only outer 
court worshippers, who may be aided 
by what I feel led to say. 


Beloved, will you listen to these 
words of Jesus, ‘* Blessed are the poor 
in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven?’ Have you poverty of spirit? 
if so, thank God he has thus far pre- 
pared the ground for the reception of 
the “Seed of the woman.” Reckon 
yourself blessed that you are permitted 
to see that he who works in you effectu- 
ally has so far completed this part of 
the work in you, that you can testify to 
its existence if not to its completion. 
Let me say when your poverty shall be 
so great that you have a complete 
vacancy, then the kingdom of-God is 
nigh unto you. 
I have some precious things, I have 
an unsatiated thirst for God, I have 
strong resolutions, I have sorrows, I 

have a little faith, I have been faithful 
* ina few things, shall I in my conscious 
‘lack of many things, despise the few 
things which have been committed to 
me? By no means. Take these few 
‘things which you have and do with 
them what the widow did with her two 
mites. Do you believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of the living God? 


Do you say, ‘I know | 


that he is the same yesterday, to- -day 
and forever? Do you believe that He 
who saw and approved of her gift, 
small though great, sees you, and would 
approve of you, if you would learn a 
lesson from this example of holy writ ? 
Are you quite sure you have no idol ? 
If you have not, why this earnest desire 
that your Saviour should guide you to 
| himself through the instrumentality of 
some visible agency? Are you willing 
that he should do what he will ‘with 
his own? Where had that widow been 
instructed with regard to her duty? 
doubtless in the Jewish scriptures. 


| Is there any truth in the new Testa- 


ment that you really embrace with a 
faith that says, ‘ Lord, I believe, help 
thou my unbelief?” Take that particu- 
lar truth and carry it to Christ, the 
author of truth, and ask him to bless 
and break it to you, and your soul 
shall be fed and strengthened, and pre- 
served unto everlasting life. Surely 
our blessed Jesus, **in whom dwells 
all the fulness of the: Godhead bodily,” 
never spake a word more appropriate 
to a hungry soul than this, ‘I am the 
bread of life.’ Appropriate to yourself 
this truth. I might add more, but I 
will conclude by saying that my little 
published work called ‘*The Sheaf,” 
contains all that I could desire to say 
to a soul panting for light, except that 


I am more than ever confirmed in the 


belief that the Lord of the harvest 
gave it me to be a word in season to 
such as should require it. 

CorDELIA THOMAS. 


THE Church is sent to wage war on 
the world; but do we not, in our pres- 
ent mixed condition, refuse to perform 
this duty, for fear of waging war in 


the: Church ? 
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RULES FOR YOUNG CHRIS- 
TIANS. 


1. Never neglect daily private pray- 
er; and, when you pray, remember 
that God is present, and that he hears 
your prayers. Heb. xi: 6. | 

2. Never neglect daily private Bible 
reading ; and, when you read, remem- 
ber that God is speaking to you, and 
that you are to believe and act upon 
what he says. I believe that all back- 
sliding begins with the neglect of these 
two rules. John v: 39. 

3. Never fet a day pass without 
trying to do something for Jesus. Ev- 
ery night reflect on what Jesus has 


‘“What amI doing for him?” Matt: 


v: 13_16. 

4. If ever you are in doubt astoa 
thing being right or wrong, go to your 
room, and kneel down and ask God’s 
blessing upon it. Col. ill: 17. If 
you cannot do this it is wrong. Rom: 
xiv: 23. . 

5. Never take your Christianity 
from Christians, or argue that because 
such people do so and so, that there- 
fore you may. 2 Cor. v: 12. Youare 
to ask yourself, ‘‘ How would Christ 
act in my place?” and strive to follow 
him. John x: 27. 

6. Never believe what you feel if it 
contradicts God’s work. Ask yourself, 
‘“Can what I feel be true, if God’s 
word is true? and if Doth cannot be 
true, believe God and make your own 
heart the liar. Rom. ili: 4; 1 John 
5: 10, 11.—Brownlow North. 


CuristT died because God was mer- 
ciful; not to render him so, but to 
make a channel through which a stream 
of salvation might flow to guilty sin- 


ners. 


O, LORD, THY WORK REVIVE 
BY EDWARD B. 


O, Lord thy work revive ! 
Behold with pitying eye 

The Church but just alive 

The sinner soon to die! 

O, let thy yearning heart of love, 
To'pity and to mercy move. 


Kindle our faith and prayer, 

Lord, as we seek thy face, 

In Jesus’ name we dare 

To ask large gifts of grace. 

We plead the special blessings now, 
As low in dust we humbly bow, 


The Holy Spirit give. 

“In Pentecostal power ; 
O, make the dead to live 
In Christ, from this good hour, 
Let hardened sinners be subdued, 
And Zion be in strength renewed, 


. Cease not to work, O, Lorfl, 

Till all shall know thy love— 

Till Jesus is adored 

Below, as now above. 

Then through the ages will we sing 
Of love redeeming through our King. 


Gop Ever Goop.—-Omnipotence 
may build a thousand worlds, and fill 
them with bounties; Omnipotence may 
powder mountains into dust, and burn 
the sea, and consume the sky, but Om- 
nipotence can not do an unloving thing 
towards a believer. Oh! rest quite 
sure, Christian, a hard thing, an unloy- 
ing thing from God toward one of his 
own people, is quite impossible. He is 
as kind to you when he casts you into 


prison as when he takes you into a pal- - 


ace; he is as good when he sends 
famine into your house as when he fills 
your barn with plenty. The only ques- 
tion is, Art thou his child? If so, he 
hath rebuked thee in affection, and 
there is love in his chastisements. 


Spurgeon. 
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TO PARENTS.—PRINCIPLE COMMANDS RESPECT. 143 


TO PARENTS. 


See on the one hand the blessed 
Saviour, with open arms, and the 
affectionate welcome, saying, ‘‘ Suffer 
the little children to come unto me and 
forbid them not;” and on the other 
your little ones, with hearts gently 
drawn and ready to rush to the open 


arms of the Redeemer; and can you. 


forbid them? Can you hinder them? 
No; every instinct of natural affec- 
tion—every sense of religious obliga- 
tion—prompts the emphatic response, 
never! And every parental heart, with 
an instinctive repulsion of the thought, 
echoes, never, no, never ! 

Then, do not practically. what in 
thought you repudiate with such un- 
mingled abhorrence. Do not, by an 
irreligious example, or by your negleot 
of appropriate and timely instruction, 
or by restraining prayer before God, 


' prevent the little ones from going to 


Christ. By all the love you bear them, 
by all your love for the Saviour, by all 
that is stirring in the spiritual destiny 
of your children, and by all that is 
fearful in the retributions of eternity, 
suffer them to go, and forbid them not. 
For ‘whosoever shall offend one of 
these little ones which believe in me, 


it were better that a mill-stone were 


hanged about his neck, and that he 
were drowned in the midst of the sea.” 


BrieF THovuGuHts oN RELIGIOUS 
EXPERIENCE.—Experience may be as 
hecessary in one case to produce a 
healthy religious feeling, as it may be 
prejudicial in another case as generat- 
ing morbid sensibility. A contrairri- 
tant, which would do harm in a fever, 
may be necessary to restore the circula- 


tion when there is a state of torpor. 
Archbishop Whately, one of the calm- | 


est of observers, admits this when he 


tells us that “it is commonly taken for 
granted, that when the feelings are 
strongly excited, they are necessarily 
over-excited; it may be that they are 
only brought into the state which the 
occasion fully justifies; or even that 
they still fall short of this.” 


PRINCIPLE COMMANDS RE- 
SPECT. 

Dr. Goodell states that during his 
missionary journey to Aleppo, he and 
his companions were obliged to spend 
a night at a Turkish cafe, where they 
were surrounded by a noisy sct of 
natives. In the morning, when the 
question arose whether it was best to 
have prayers together, Dr. Goodell 
said that a Mussulman never hesitated 
to say his prayers in public, and why 
should they? He accordingly opened 


his Bible, read a chapter, and knelt to 
pray. He had hardly begun when he 


noticed that the Turks had ceased their 
talking, and were intensely watching 
their proceedings. 
from the English to the Turkish lan- 
guage, in which he continued his 
prayer, till, when he closed, his 
‘‘ Amen’’ was echoed from the Mussul- 
men on all sides of the cafe. When 
they arose from their knees the Turks 
clustered around them, and inquired 
who and what they were. 

‘‘ Are you Protestants ?”’ said they. 

Yankee-like, Dr. Goodell said:— 
‘‘What are Protestants ?” 

‘‘Those who do not tell lies,” said 
one. 

‘¢ Those who do not cheat,” said an- 
other. 


‘‘ Those who believe only in the Bi- 


ble and try to live as it tells them,” 
said another. 
“Yes,” said Dr. Goodell, ‘ we are 


_ Protestants.” 


He at once passed 
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144 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


WITH THE HEART MAN BE- 
LIEVETH. 


Bishop Colenso’s late attack upon 
the authenticity of the Pentateuch has 
brought out, among other strong ex- 
pressions of dissent from its weak as- 
sault upon the Word of God, the fol- 
lowing autobiographical sketch, in 
which the experience of many an edu- 
cated believer is more or less accurately 
“It appeared as a letter in 
the London Record. 


I remember when I first began to 
read the Bible (and I thought I was 
sincerely seeking the truth,) I was mis- 
erable because I could not believe; I 
dared not reject any statement I found 
there; but I could not fully believe it 
was true. The Bishop of Natal just 
expressses what I felt; and the fact 
that.we took exactly the same univer- 


‘sity honors (in different years, of 


course,) makes me. sympathize with 
him peculiarly. My own history was 
just this: I had read and studied 
deeply in mathematics ; had mastered 
every fresh subject I entered upon with 
ease and delight: had become accus- 
tomed (as every exact mathematician 


must do) to investigate and discover 


fundamental differences between things 
which seem to the uninitiated one and 
the same ; had seen my way into the 
physical astronomy and the higher parts 
of Newton’s immortal ‘ Principia,’ and 


been frequently lost in admiration of 


his genius till St. Mary’s clock warned 
me that midnight was past, three 
hours ago. I had, in fact (as we say,) 
made myself master of dynamics, and 


become more and more a believer in 


the unlimited capacity of my own 


mind! These self-conceited ideas were | 


only flattered and fostered by eminent 


success in the Senate House, and by 
subsequently obtaining a Fellowship 
at Trinity, and enjoying very consid- 
erable popularity as a mathematical 
lecturer. 

‘‘Tt would have spared me many an 
hour of misery in after days had I really 
felt what I so often said, viz., that the 
deeper a man went in science the hum- 
bler he ought to be; and the more 
cautious in pronouncing an indepen- 
dent opinion on a subject he had not 
investigated, or could not thoroughly 
sift. But though all this was true, I 
had yet tolearn that this humility in 
spiritual things is never found in a nat- 
ural man, 

‘“‘T took orders and began to preach, 
and then, like the bishop among the 
Zulus, I found out the grand deficit in 
theology. Ihad not the Spirit's 
teaching myself, and how could I with- 
out it speak ‘ in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power?’ 

“In vain did I read Chalmers, Paley, 
Butler, Gaussen, etc., and determined 
that, as I had mastered all the other 
subjects I had grappled with, so I 
would the Bible,. and that I would 
make myself a believer. I found a 
poor, ignorant old woman in my par- 
ish more than a match for me in divine 
things. Iwas distressed to find that 
she was often happy in the evident 
mercy of the Lord to her, and that she 
found prayer answered, and that - all 
this was proved sincere by her blameless 
and harmless walk amongst the neigh- 
bors ; whilst I, with all my science and 
investigation, was barren and unprofi- 
table and miserable—an unbeliever in 
heart, and yet not daring to avow it, 
partly from the fear of man, but. more 
from a certain inward conviction that 
all my sceptical difficulties would be 
crushed and leaped over by the expe- 
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WITH THE HEART MAN BELIEVETH. 145 


rience of the most illiterate Christian. 


‘J was perfectly ashamed to feel in 
my mind liké Voltaire, Volney, or 
Tom Paine. I could claim no orignal- 
ity in my views, and I found they 
were no comfort, but a constant source 
of misery to me. | 

‘‘ May we not compare this kind of 
state to that which God speaks of, Jere- 
miah xlix: ‘Thy terribleness hath de- 
ceived thee, and the pride of thine 
heart!” And observe what follows : 
‘Hear the counsel of the Lord. Surely 
the least of the flock shall draw them 
out.’ 

It may now be asked, how I came 
ever to view Divine truth differently. 
I desire to ascribe all praise to him 
to whom power belongeth: I desire to 
put my own mouth to the dust, and 
be ashamed, and never open my mouth 


any more, because of former. un- |. 
belief. “I cannot describe all I passed. 


through, but I desire with humility and 
gratitude to say, I was willing in the 
day of Christ’s power. He sweetly 
melted down my proud heart with his 
love; he shut my mouth forever from 
cavilling at any difficulties in the writ- 
ten Word ; and one of the first things 
in which the great change appeared 
was, that whereas before-time preach- 
ing had been misery, now it became my 
delight to be able to say, without a 
host of sceptical or infidel doubts rush- 
ing into my mind: ‘ Thus saith the 
Lord.’ . Oh, I am quite certain no nat- 
ural man ean see the things of God; 
and I am equally certain he cannot 
make himself do so. ‘It was the 
Lord that exalted Moses and Aaron,’ 
said Samuel; and ‘ By the grace of 
God I am what I am,’ said St. Paul; 


and so, in a modified humble sense, I 
can truly say. 


10 


‘It used to be a terrible stumbling 
block to me to find so many learned 
men, SO many acute men, so many sci- 
entific men, infidels. It is not so now; 
I see that God has said, ‘ Not many 


wise men after the flesh, not many: 


mighty, not many noble ;’ I see as 
plainly as it is possible for me to see 
anything that no natural man can re- 
ceive the things of the Spirit of God. 
Hence I expect to find men of this 
stamp of intellect coming out boldly 
with their avowal of unbelief in the 
written Word of God. The only an 
swer I can give to them is, ‘* God 
has in mercy taught me better; ’ 
and never do I sing those beau- 
tiful words in the well-known hymn 
but I feel my eyes filling with tears of 
gratitude to the God of all compas- 
sion ;— | 

“¢ Jesus sought me when a stranger 

Wandering from the fold of God.’ 
‘* So it was with me; so it must be 
with any one of them if ever they are 
to know the truthin its power, or to 
receive the love of the truth that they 
may be saved. 

I feel very much for the young of 
this generation, remembering the con- 
flicts I passed through in consequence 
of the errors of men of ability. I hope 


the Lord will graciously impress on 


many hearts the serious truth of these 
words, ‘ Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my Spirit;’ and‘The wisdom 
of this world is foolishness with God.’ 
My own way of explaining it to myself 
and others, when required to do so, is 
by saying, ‘ it is not the mind, but the 
affections, which receive true religion.’ 
‘Knowledge puffeth up, but charity 
edifieth.” ’ 
I remain, my dear sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A Former Feu. or Trin. Cou., Cams. 
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HOLINESS. 


REVIVAL IN FALL RIVER. 


A morning prayer-meeting has been 
sustained uninterruptedly for five years 
in Fall River, though the state of re- 


ligion there has been low ; but now the 


city is blessed with a great refreshing 
from the Lord. The interest com- 
menced with the ‘‘week of prayer,” 
early in January. The meetings were 
continued, and the second and third 


‘weeks of the month wifhessed a large 


number of conversions, Sunday, Feb. 
Ist, is spoken of as a day long to be 
remembered. A correspondent of the 
Independent, under date of Feb. Sths 


writes :— 


The friends of Christ stand amazed 


in view of this wonderful work of God. 


-. God is in our midst. In six or seven 


of the churches, the Lord appears in 
his glory by the power of his Spirit, 
and the glorious work is. spreading 
from heart to heart, from church to 
church, and to neighboring towns. 
Religious interest seems to pervade the 
whole city, in shops, places of business, 
factories; and whenever people meet, 
this work of the Lord is the theme, and 
deep solemnity seems to prevail. The 
work is attended with remarkable 
demonstrations as the work of God— 
showing what his almighty power can 
do for the most hopeless. Strong men 
bow themselves, ‘‘the tall oaks are 
prostrated,”” men far gone in sin, error, 
and infidelity awake to spiritual life, 
and declare what God hath done for 
their souls—putting the weakness of 
Christian faith to shame. The glorious 
work is still advancing. 

A correspondent of the Providence 
Journal writes: ‘*It is the most quiet, 
orderly, and unobtrusive, and at the 
same time the most deep, thorough and 


aggressive in its operations, of any 


religious interest with whose history I 
have’ ever been acquainted. A very 
large proportion of the converts are 
males. All the male members of the 
high school, except eleven, are among 
those who give evidence of a change of 
heart, and of this latter number several 
are inquirers. In one of the churches 
the entire choir are numbered among 
the converts.” 


CHRIST STILL SAVES HIS PEO- 
PLE FROM THEIR SINS. 


BY C. E. 8. 


Dear READERS OF THE GUIDE:— 
I feel it a duty as well as a privilege to 
tell you what the Lord has done, and is 
still doing, for my soul. 

I was blessed with religious parents 
who taught me from my youth that I 
ought to serve God; but I put off my 
return to him, until Sept. 1853. After 
having been a seeker for four months, 
the Lord spoke peace to my soul. I 
was at camp meeting where scores 
were converted to God. It was a time 
long to be remembered by me. Since 
that time I have had many happy sca- 
sons in the service of God. At other 
times, I felt ** the roots of bitterness 
springing up which troubled me.” I 
felt that I was not entirely saved. I re- 
solved at times that I would not rest 
until I had obtained the blessing of ho- 
liness; but soon those feelings were 
gone. Thus time passed away, until 
the beginning of 1862, when the Spirit 
of God mercifully strove with me agzir. 
I felt that without holiness I never 
could see my God in peace, and I could 
not rest till pure within. I felt fer 
days that I had made a full consecration 
of my all to God; thenI thought I 
must believe he would keep what I had 
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FAITH, HOPE, CHARITY. 


committed to his care. I labored un- 
der much temption until June 6th. I 
went to.God in secret prayer, feeling 
my littleness and my entire dependence 
on him, and that the blood of his Son 
was sufficient to cleanse from all sin. 
Then it appeared that Jesus came to me 
and said, “‘ Lo I am with you always.” 
The light then broke into my soul; 
and oh, what peace, what inexpressi- 
ble peace, I then had! I felt that the 
way was so plain and easy, and mercy 
so free, that the language of my heart 
was 


««Oh that the world might taste and see 
The riches of his grace.” 


Now [live by “ faith on the Son of 
God,” who has said, “Let not your 
heart be troubled neither let it be 


afraid ;” and I know if “ my earthly 
house of this tabernacle were dissolved | 


I have a building of God, an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heav- 
ens.” I praise God for ‘‘ an inheritance 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 


not away.” My peace continues to 


flow. I expect when a few more days’ 
or years are ended to join the blood- 


washed company. 


VIRTUE THE SEcURITY oF So- 
creTy.—As “no man liveth to him- 
self,” so no man sinneth to himself; 
and every vagrant habit uprooted from 
.the young and ignorant—every princi_ 
ple of duty strengthened—every en- 
couragement to reform offered, and 
rightly persevered in—is casting a 
shield of safety over the property, life, 
peace, and every true interest of the 
community ; so that it may be said of 
this, as of every duty of man, ‘‘ Know- 
ing these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them.” 


FAITH, HOPE, CHARITY. 


‘And now abideth faith, hope, charity— 


these three; but the greatest of these is 
charity.” 


Faith abideth? while we wander 
Pilgrims through this vale of tears; 
Faith it is that gazes yonder 
Where a brighter home appears. 
Faith abideth ! | 
Quieting our anxious fears. 


Doubt may cloud the path before us, 
Sorrow’s gloom obstruct the light ; 
Faith is present to restore us 
Light for shadow, day for night. 
Faith abideth ! 
Faith in Him who guards the right. 


Hope abideth—kindly glancing 
On the toil-worn sons of men ; 
Every joy of life enhancing, 
Easing every grief and pain. 
Hope abideth ! 
They that weep shall smile again. 


Love abideth—never failing, 
Never overcome by wrong, 
Over every foe prevailing, 
In its nature pure and strong. 
Love abideth! 
Bearing all things, suffering long. 


Love, the human heart possessing, 
Leaves no room fér base desires ; 
Blest itself, and ever blessing 
Holy feelings it inspires ; 
_ Love abiding, 
Fills the soul with heavenly fires. 


Faith and Hope on Love attending, 
Guide her to a heaven of light ; 
There, their joyous labors ending, 
Both are ‘‘sweetly lost in sight.’’ 
| Love abideth ! 
Love, eternal, infinite. 
Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 


-™ 


As nothing can be more conducive 
to security, so nothing can better in- 
sure a quiet and pleasant life, than to. 
live innocently, and upon no occasion 
to violate the common covenants of 


peace and propriety. 


- ~ 


° 


147 
i 
| 
a 
by 
a ; 
e 
| 
| 
> 
Ai 
| 
~ 
| 
re 
| 
4 Oi 
“ae 
| 


PDP ~ 


ing 


~ 
= 


148 GUIDE TO 


HOLINESS. 


DIRECTIONS FOR THE ATTAIN- 
MENT OF HOLINESS. 


BY REV. J. A. WOOD. 


FIRST DIRECTION. 


Endeavor to get aclear and distinct 
view of the blessing promised. What 
is it? The extermination of sin from 
the soul—freedom from sin—sIMPLE 
puRITY. It consists in the destruction 
and. removal of sin, and the renewal of 
the soulinthe image of God, so that 
the fountain of thought, affection, de- 


sire, and impulse is pure. 


SECOND DIRECTION. 


Come toa firm and decided resolu- 
tion to seek until you obtain the vic- 
tory—a pure heart. You must have 
a resolution which will not cower when 
the knife is put to the heart to ampu- 
tate itsidols. Your purpose must be 
settled, decided, unflinching and un- 
conquerable. ‘* The day of the Lord 
is near in the valley of decision.” 
None but an invincible resolution will 
answer. | 


THIRD DIRECTION. 


Endeavor to feel your need of it. 
If you have but little or. no sense of 
need, you will assuredly make no 
progress. . The fecling that is required 
is represented by the sensations of 
hunger and thirst. Our Saviour says, 
*: Blessed are they which do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness.—Your efforts 
in seeking holiness will be likely to 


harmonize with the strength of your 


desires. The necessary feeling of peni- 
tence, self-abasement and strong desire 
for holiness, may be secured by prayer, 
searching the Scriptures, meditation 


and self-examination. 


FOURTH DIRECTION. 
Make an entire consecration of your- 


self to God—your soul, your body, 
your time, your talent, your influence, 
and your all—a complete assignment 
of all to Christ. Search and surrender, 
and re-search and surrender again, un- 
til you get every vestige of self upon the 
altar of consecration. There is no 
sanctification without entire consecra- 
tion. Consecration, which is_ your 
work, (with helping grace,) is not sanc- 
tification, but it invariably precedes it, 
and ever afterward accompanies it. 4 
Sanctification, which is God's work, 
invariably follows consecration, and 
must ever abide with it, as thé sin-con- 


suming and soul-keeping energy.—En- 


tire consecration and entire sanctifica- 
tion, our work and God’s work, must 


| be joined. together. 


must consecrate yourself in de-— 
tail, get every item upon the altar. 
In order to grasp the whole, you must 
take in the items. Take a complete 
inventory of your all, and sign it over 
to Jesus. The consecration must be 
perfect before the offering will be re- 
ceived. God will have a thorough 
work, and purity will never be given 
or retained but on condition of entire 
universal, unconditional, abandonment 


of all sin, and acceptance and approv- 
al of all the will of God. 


THE PROXIMATE CONDITION OF 
HOLINESS. 

Faith. ‘ Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt saved.”’ 
Faith is the only immediate condition 
of sanctification, and God always saves 
the moment ‘true faith is exercised. 
You ask, ‘‘Believeghat ?” 

1. Believe that God has promised it 
in the Holy Scriptures. 2. Believe 
what God hath promised he is able to 
perform. 3. Believe that he is able 
and willing todo itnow. 4. Believe 
that he doeth it. | 
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ATTAINMENT OF HOLINESS.—CHRISTIAN INTERCOURSE. 


149 


If you are earnestly seeking holiness 
will you examine yourself thoroughly 
by the following interrogations ? 


(1.) Dol properly understand the 
nature of holiness? (2.) Do I clearly 
see, properly feel my imbred sin, and 
consequent need of holiness? (3.) Am 
I willing anxious, and resolved to ob- 
tainit? (4.) AmI willing to give up 
all to God,—self, family, property, rep- 
tation, time; talents, everything, to be 
his, used for,him, and never withheld or 
taken from him? (5.) Do I believe 
he is able to sanctify me? (6.) Do I 
believe he is willing to sanctify me? 
(7.) Dol believe he has promised to 
sanctify me? (8.) Do I believe that 
having promised, he is able and w illing 
to do it now, on condition of my faith ? 
(9.) Do I then seeing all this, believe 
that he mow will do it—now, this mo- 
“ment? (10.) Am I now committing 
alkpand trusting in the present tense ? 
If you are it is done! * O that God may 
aid your trembling faith and give you 
the victory this moment ? 

Mr. Wesley says, “‘ The voice of God 
to your soul is, believe and be. saved. 
Faith is the condition, and the only 
condition of sanctification, exactly as 
it is in justification. No man is sanc- 
tified till he believes ; every man when 


he believes is sanctified.” 
Wilkesbarre, Pa., 1862. 
Northern Christian Advocate. 


a 


Nor tHe SINNER, BUT SaTan.—lt 
is a notable passage in ' Anselm, who 
compares the heretic and-persecutor to 
the horse, and the devil to the rider. 
“Now,” saith he, ‘“‘in battle, when the 
enemy comes riding up, the valiant sol- 
dier is not angry with the horse, but the 
horseman. He labors to kill the man, 
that he may possess the horse for his 


99 


use. Thus we do with the wicked. 


We are not to bend our wrath against 
them, but Satan, that rides them and 
spurs them on; laboring by prayer for 
them, as Christ did on the cross, to 
dismount the devil, that so these mis- 
erable souls, hackneyed by him, may 
be delivered from -him. 


devil’s clutches, than to leave many’ 


slain uponthe field. 
Gurnall’s Christian Armor. 


CHRISTIAN INTERCOURSE. 


It is by throwing open a dark cellar 
to the sweet light and air of heaven 
that the mouldiness and dampness dis- 
appear; so it is by opening the heart 
to the influence of the. love of Christ, 


and to the reciprocities of Christian so- © 


clety phat its gloomy and 1 morbid feel- 
ings are chased away. 


A plant that grows in a cave-is pale 


and sickly; so is the piety of a Chris- 


tian who shuts himself out from the 
fellowship of God's household. 


A single stick of wood makes a poor 
fire, especially if it be green and cov- 
ered with snow; but amass of sticks 
can be made to burn, though they be at 
the beginning both green and wet. So 
what with inward corruption, and what 
with outward'temptation, the Christian 
who shuts himself up from communicn 
with his brethren finds it hard work to 
keep his bosom ina glow; but when 
he goes among them, and mingles Lis 
feelings with theirs, then his heart be- 
comes hot. 


_“Tron sharpeneth iron; so man 
sharpeneth the countenance of kis 
friend; a maxim that cannct be im- 
proved in its application to Christian 


intercourse. We leave it ¢s it is. 


It is more | 
honor to take one soul alive out of the © 
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